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INTRODUCTION

Cultural heritage is a vital element in
shaping national identity. Indonesia, as a
nation with extraordinary cultural diversity,
bears a significant responsibility to preserve
and integrate these cultural elements into its
education system. One concrete example of
Indonesia's rich cultural heritage is
Gambang Semarang, a traditional musical art
that symbolizes social cohesion among the
coastal communities of Semarang (Diman,
2022; Jamil et al., 2011; Puguh, 2000;
Ransome, 2023; Rusdi & Ridwan, 2022;
Septiyan, 2016a; Yulizar et al., 2017).

However, in the context of formal
education, cultural heritage elements like
Gambang Semarang often receive insufficient
attention. A curriculum that primarily
focuses on academic aspects tends to
overlook the potential of traditional arts as
a rich educational resource. Therefore,
efforts are needed to make Gambang
Semarang a relevant and contextual
educational resource. Once popular as a

community  entertainment,  Gambang
Semarang is now experiencing a decline in
interest, especially among younger

generations. This decline is attributed to
lifestyle changes, the influence of global
culture, and a lack of efforts to sustain its
legacy (Azizah et al., 2018; Danang Respati
Puguh, 2012; Sadtiti, 2016; Santoso, 2020).
Yet, Gambang Semarang is not only an
artistic treasure but also a repository of
moral, social, and historical values that can
be imparted to students.

Previous studies have shown that
integrating traditional arts into education
positively impacts students' learning
motivation (Daniati et al., 2020; Ricardo &
Meilani, 2017; Sedyadiasto et al., n.d.).
Research by Paul Evans (Bower, 1990;
Evans & McPherson, 2015) Research by
Paul Evans (Bower, 1990; Evans &
McPherson, 2015) revealed that traditional
art-based learning can strengthen students'
character values, such as tolerance and
collaboration. While several studies have
focused on Gambang Semarang as a cultural

artifact, researchers such as Dadang Dwi
Septian (Azizah et al., 2018; Rachman,
2021; Raharjo, 2021; Septiyan, 2016b;
Winarno, 2022) have highlighted that
Gambang Semarang remains a surviving
cultural heritage, albeit in a fragile state,
since the 1990s. However, specific research
on Gambang Semarang as an educational
resource is still limited, and this study aims
to fill that gap.

The findings of this study are
particularly urgent, given the importance of
preserving local cultural heritage amidst
globalization. By integrating Gambang
Semarang into education, it is hoped that
younger generations will develop a deeper
appreciation for local culture while
enhancing their understanding of the social
values embedded within it. This research
aims to: 1) Identify the potential of Gambang
Semarang as an educational resource; 2)
Develop a traditional art-based learning
model centered on Gambang Semarang; and
3) Evaluate the impact of using Gambang
Semarang in student learning, particularly
regarding cultural awareness and social
values.

This study offers a novel approach by
developing a learning model based on
Gambang Sem arang that focuses not only
on cultural preservation but also on
strengthening social cohesion among
students. This innovation is highly relevant
in the context of multicultural education in
Indonesia.

METHOD

This study used a qualitative approach
with a case study method (Ford, 2020;
Gemenne, 2018; Gongora-Svartzman,
2022; Hughes, 2023; Jones et al., 2006).
Data were collected through in-depth
interviews with Gambang Semarang artists
from the Gambang Semarang community,
school principals, cultural arts teachers, and
junior high school students from Karangturi
National School in Semarang.
Observations were conducted during
classroom learning processes that utilized
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Gambang Semarang as a teaching medium.
In addition, document analysis was
performed on curriculum materials,
teaching resources related to cultural arts,
written works about Gambang Semarang,
social cohesion, multiculturalism, and local
wisdom. Data analysis was conducted
simultaneously  through three main
activities: data reduction, data presentation,
and drawing conclusions (Crowley, 2019;
Joseph, 2019; Miles & Huberman, 1994;
Skillman et al., 2019)

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The results of the study indicate that
the integration of Gambang Semarang into
the learning process is implemented
through several steps:

1. Development of Learning Modules

The learning modules serve as
systematically and structurally designed
teaching materials to help students learn
independently. These modules contain
learning materials, exercises, formative
tests, and feedback aimed at ensuring
students understood the concepts being
taught (Anwar et al., 2023; Arofah et al.,
2023; Fadly, 2022; Mulyatiningsih, 2015;
Saragih, 2021; Yusuf & Christianna, 2020).
At Karangturi Junior High School, cultural
arts teachers developed music learning
modules by combining Western music
theory concepts with Gambang Semarang
music. This integration was applied
through practical activities such as playing
traditional Gambang Semarang instruments,
which included the Gambang, Kenong,
Kecrek, Gong, Kendang, Kempul, Saron, and
Demung. Students also learned to sing
traditional songs such as Gambang
Semarang, Gado-Gado  Semarang, and
Semarang Kota Atlas.

In developing the learning modules,
the teachers adhered to the following
principles: 1) Designing learning processes
that considered students’ developmental
stages and current achievement levels to

meet their diverse needs and characteristics,
making learning meaningful and enjoyable;
2) Planning and delivering learning
experiences to foster lifelong learning skills;
3) Supporting the holistic development of
students’ competencies and character; 4)
Ensuring relevance by designing learning
activities that reflected students’ context,
environment, and culture, and involving
parents and the community as partners; 5)
Focusing on sustainable, future-oriented
learning. The module development process
followed structured procedures, including:
1) Identifying learning objectives derived
from learning outcomes grouped within a
material scope, where one module could
cover multiple objectives; 2) Conducting
initial assessments to identify students' prior
competency levels; 3) Determining
assessment techniques and instruments,
along with success indicators aligned with
the learning objectives; 4) Specifying the
time period or required instructional hours;
5) Developing formative assessment
techniques and instruments based on
learning activities; 6) Creating a sequence of
learning activities from start to finish,
ensuring  alignment  with  learning
objectives; 7) Preparing supplementary
materials such as worksheets, learning
materials, and media tailored to students’
readiness, interests, and profiles; §)
Including assessment instruments such as
checklists, rubrics, or observation sheets as
needed.

The integration of basic music theory
concepts with Gambang Semarang elements
was formalized through the preparation of
lesson plans, which were included as
appendices in the module.

2. Application of
Learning Method

Experiential
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The experiential learning method
emphasizes direct experiences and active
student involvement in the learning process.
This approach focuses on learning through
hands-on experiences and enhancing
understanding through reflection, rather
than relying solely on theoretical materials
(Buchori, 2018; Louis, 2020; Parno, 2021;
Sainda, 2023). The implementation of the
experiential learning method in cultural arts
education at Karangturi Junior High
School was integrated into the module
development process. Each step of the
teaching and learning activities directly
incorporated practical experience with
Gambang Semarang instruments. Students

- i

Figure 2
Students are practicing Gambang Semarang
music using the peer tutoring method.

were encouraged to play not just one type
of instrument but multiple ones to enable
them to express the essence of Gambang
Semarang holistically, as illustrated in the
following photograph.

According to Andreas, after all
students were able to play the Gambang
Semarang musical instruments during
several sessions before the end of the
semester, they were prepared to accompany
the  Gambang  Semarang dance in
collaboration with the extracurricular dance
instructor at Karangturi Junior High
School. This collaboration represented a
tangible result of the cultural arts learning
process utilizing the experiential learning
method. Furthermore, Andreas explained
that this collaborative performance was

Figure 1
The students of Karangturi Junior High School in
Semarang are playing Gambang Semarang
musical instruments together while singing the
song Gambang Semarang.

intended as preparation for one of the
events in the annual student art
performance.

3. Strengthening of Social Values

Based on the data analysis, the
integration of Gambang Semarang art into
the cultural arts learning process at
Karangturi Junior High School in
Semarang proved to be highly effective in
instilling values of cooperation, tolerance,
and togetherness among students. This can
be observed during the teaching and
learning activities in the classroom. For
example, when the teacher was explaining
and demonstrating how to play the Bonang
instrument to a student using the prepared
sheet music, the other students, ready with
their Gong, Gambang, Kendang, Saron, and
Peking instruments, listened attentively and
focused closely, as they would take their
turn playing the Bonang after the rotation.
Similarly, when the teacher was explaining
and demonstrating how to play the
Gambang instrument to a student, the other
students listened and paid close attention to
the teacher’s instructions. From this
description, the value of tolerance was
clearly observed among the students, as
they showed respect for one another.
Tolerance in learning refers to the ability to
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appreciate and accept differences between
individuals, = whether in terms of
background, beliefs, or viewpoints. In the
context of education, fostering tolerance is
crucial to creating an inclusive, safe, and
supportive learning environment. Through
education that emphasizes tolerance,
students can learn to respect one another,
collaborate, and develop the positive
character traits necessary for living in a
diverse society (Au, 2017; Indrawan. Irjus
et al., 2019; Setyono & Widodo, 2019;
Slobodova Novakova et al., 2021).

Meanwhile, the process of instilling
the value of cooperation among students
was evident in the cultural arts lessons
integrating Gambang Semarang. This was
seen when students played Gambang
Semarang instruments together with the
repertoire prepared by the teacher, each
student playing the instrument they had
been trained on during the lessons. Another
instance of cooperation was when students
worked together to prepare the instruments
such as Bonang, Gambang, Saron, Demung,
and Kendang before the lesson began.
Cooperation is essential as it can enhance
academic skills and create a positive
learning environment. By working together,
students can support one another, reduce
negative competition, and build strong
relationships with each other
(Purwaningsih). In addition, successful
cooperation involves indicators like
building and maintaining friendships
(Tedjasaputra, 2005). The effective
cooperation between the teacher, school
leaders, staff, and students greatly
contributed to the success of integrating
Gambang Semarang into the cultural arts
learning process at Karangturi Junior High
School.

Furthermore, the spirit of
togetherness among the students could be
seen during the preparation and the
collaborative performance between the
Gambang Semarang music team, which was
the result of the music learning process led

by the music teacher, and the dance team,
guided by the dance teacher. This
collaborative effort was part of the
extracurricular Gambang Semarang dance
lessons at Karangturi Junior High School.

CONCLUSION

This comprehensive review has
illuminated the strategic role of music as an
instrument for enhancing social coherence
within organisations and communities. By
examining the psychological effects of
music, its influence on organisational
culture, decision-making processes, and
social dynamics, as well as its role in
fostering inclusivity and diversity, strategic
communication, and branding, we have
gained valuable insights into its
transformative potential. The findings
underscore the multifaceted impact of
music on human psychology and
behaviour, highlighting its ability to evoke
emotions, stimulate creativity, and
strengthen social bonds. Through shared
musical experiences, organisations can
create inclusive environments that foster
collaboration, boost employee morale, and
cultivate stronger stakeholder
relationships. Furthermore, the strategic
integration of music into leadership
development and strategic planning
processes can enhance organisational
effectiveness and promote innovation. By
leveraging music as a  strategic
communication and branding tool,
organisations can convey their values,
inspire  emotional connections, and
strengthen relationships with internal and
external stakeholders.

Overall, this review contributes
to understanding how music can be
strategically leveraged to foster social
coherence, promote inclusivity, and
strengthen strategic positioning within
organisations and communities. By
incorporating music into various facets of
organisational life, stakeholders can create
environments that inspire creativity,
promote  collaboration, and  drive
innovation, ultimately enhancing their
ability to adapt to change and achieve
strategic goals in a dynamic and
competitive environment. This research
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synthesis underscores music's
transformative potential as a strategic
instrument for enhancing social coherence
and fostering collaboration within diverse
organisational and community contexts.
By recognising the multifaceted role of
music and integrating it strategically into
various aspects of organisational life,
stakeholders can harness its power to
create inclusive environments, strengthen
social bonds, and drive collective action
towards shared goals. As organisations and
communities navigate the complexities of
an ever-changing world, music stands out
as a timeless and universal tool for
fostering unity, promoting diversity, and
enhancing social cohesion.

REFERENCES

Anwar, M. F. N., Widodo, W., Rozhana,
K. M., & ... (2023). Pengembangan
Modul Pembelajaran Muatan IPS
Berbasis Kearifan Lokal Kabupaten
Malang Kelas IV BAB 6 Topik A
Keunikan .... Jurnal llmiah Widya ....
http://jiwpp.unram.ac.id/index.php
/widya/article/view/ 111

Arofah, L., Sukestiyarno, Y. L., &
Warlina, L. (2023). Pengembangan
Modul Pembelajaran  Discovery
Learning untuk Peningkatan
Kemampuan Literasi dan
Kemandirian Belajar Materi
Pernafasan pada Siswa Kelas V ....
Jurnal Profesi Keguruan.
https://journal.unnes.ac.id/nju/inde
x.php/jpk/article/view/48366

Au, W. (017). When Multicultural
Education Is Not Enough. 0960
(September).
https://doi.org/10.1080/15210960.2
017.1331741

Azizah, R. C., Edelweiss, S., & ... (2018).
Representing Multicultural Semarang

through  Gambang  Semarang’s
Narrative. Celt: A Journal of Culture ....

Bower, G. H. (1990). The Psychology of
Learning and Motivation. ACADEMIC
PRESS, INC. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich.

Buchori, A. (2018). The development of
experiental learning model to increase
the capacity of teaching of Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia in Semarang
Indonesian  Schools.  International
Journal of  Engineering and
Technology(UAE),  7(3), 523-528.
https:/ /api.elsevier.com/content/ab
stract/scopus_id/ 85082354126

Crowley, C. (2019). Writing your
qualitative research report. Doing
Qualitative Research in Psychology: A
Practical ....

Danang Respati Puguh. (2012). Kesenian
Gambang Semarang: Suatu Bentuk
Integrasi Budaya Jawa dan China |
Kesenian Jawa UNDIP. Juni, 2012.

Daniati, Ismanto, B., & Luhsasi, D. I
(2020). Upaya Peningkatan Motivasi
dan Hasil Belajar Mahasiswa dengan
Penerapan Model Pembelajaran E—
Learning Berbasis Google Classroom
pada Masa Pandemi Covid-19
Daniati,. Jurnal Kependidikan: Jurnal
Hasil  Penelitian Dan Kajian
Kepustakaan Di Bidang Pendidikan,
Pengajaran Dan Pembelajaran, 6(3).

Diman, A. H. (2022). Social Cohesion and
Collective Violence: Latent Variable
Approach to Explaining Riots in East
Jerusalem. Studies in Conflict and
Terrorism.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.
2022.2074394

105



Eko Raharjo / Jurnal Seni Musik (13) (2)

Evans, P., & McPherson, G. E. (2015).
Identity and practice: The
motivational benefits of a long-term
musical identity. Psychology of Music,
43(3).
https://doi.org/10.1177/030573561
3514471

Fadly, W. (2022). Model-Model
Pembelajaran  untuk  Implementasi
Kurikulum Merdeka.

Ford, M. (2020). Communication,
identity, respect: a case study of
collaborative music practice in a
community music project. Music
Education Research, 22(3), 287-303.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14613808.2
020.1763287

Gemenne, F. (2018). Qualitative research
techniques: It’sa case-studies world.
Routledge Handbook of Environmental

Gongora-Svartzman, G. (2022). Social
Cohesion: Mitigating Societal Risk in
Case Studies of Digital Media in
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
Risk  Analysis, 42(8), 1686-1703.
https://doi.org/10.1111/risa.13820

Hughes, J. (2023). Shared education: a
case study in social cohesion. Research
Papers in Education, 38(3), 305-327.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02671522.2
021.1961303

Indrawan. Irjus, Wijoyo, H., Winditya, H.,
Utama, B. W., Siregar, C., &
Suherman. (2019). Filsafat Pendidikan
Multikultral. CV. PENA PERSADA.

Jamil, M. M., Anwar, K., & Kholiqg, A.
(2011). Lunturnya Kesenian
Tradisional Semarang (Studi
Eksplorasi Kesenian Tradisional
Semarang). Riptek Vol. 5.

Jones, S. R., Torres, V., & Arminio, J.
(2006). Qualitative Research in Practice:
Examples for Discussion and Analysis.
Routledge.

Joseph, D. (2019). Colour, culture and
difference in Australian teacher
education: voices from the edge.
Qualitative Research Journal, 19(3),
324-343.
https://doi.org/10.1108/QRJ-12-
2018-0010

Louis, J. (2020). A book review-emotify!
thr power of the human element in
game-based learning, serious games
and experiental education. Journal of
Educators  Online,  17(2), 1-2.
https:/ /api.elsevier.com/content/ab
stract/scopus_id/ 85089140285

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994).
Qualitative Data Analysis (Second Edi).
SAGE Publications.

Mulyatiningsih, E. (2015). Pengembangan
Model Pembelajaran. Islamic
Education Journal,
35,110,114,120,121.

Parno. (2021). The increase of problem
solving skills of students through
STEM integrated experiental learning
with formative assessment. In AIP
Conference Proceedings (Vol. 2331).
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0041681

Puguh, D. R. (2000). Penataan kesenian
Gambang Semarang sebagai identitas
budaya Semarang. Universitas
Diponegoro.

Rachman, A. (2021). A Comparative
Study of Playing Patterns on
Gambang and Ranat Ek Instruments.

Harmonia: Journal of Arts Research and
Education, 21(2), 356-368.

106



Eko Raharjo / Jurnal Seni Musik (13) (2)

https://doi.org/10.15294/harmonia.
v21i2.31037

Raharjo, E. (2021). Preserving gambang
semarang music through the process
of enculturation in the society.
Harmonia: Journal of Arts Research and
Education, 21(1), 60-67.
https://doi.org/10.15294/harmonia.
v21i1.27722

Ransome, Y. (2023). Racial and ethnic
differences in the association of social
cohesion and social capital with HIV
testing. SSM - Population Health, 21.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssmph.20
22.101327

Ricardo, & Meilani, R. 1. (2017). Impak
minat dan motivasi belajar terhadap
hasil belajar siswa. Jurnal Pendidikan
Manajemen Perkantoran, 2(2).

Rusdi, R., & Ridwan, M. (2022). Kohesi
Sosial Pendidikan Islam Di Finlandia
Dan Irlandia. Kabillah: Journal of
Social Community.

Sadtiti, S. (2016). Gambang Semarang:
Sebuah Identitas Budaya Semarang
yang Termarginalkan. Imajinasi:
Jurnal Seni.

Sainda, A. T. T. (2023). Bimbingan
Kelompok Teknik Self Management
Berbasis Experiental Learning Untuk

Mengembangkan Adaptabilitas
Karier Siswa SMK. Munaddhomah,
4(3), 669-677.

https://doi.org/10.31538/munaddh
omah.v4i3.560

Santoso, D. S. T. (2020). Pengaruh Minat
Siswa Kelas Viii  Terhadap Musik
Gambang Semarang Dengan Hasil
Belajar Seni Musik Di Smp Karangturi
Semarang. lib.unnes.ac.id.

Saragih, B. (2021). Pengembangan Modul
Tematik Berbasis Etnopedagogi Pada
Subtema Peristiwa Mengisi Kemerdekaan
Untuk Siswa Kelas V SD Negeri 17
Pekanbaru. repository.uir.ac.id.
https:/ /repository.uir.ac.id/ 7574/

Sedyadiasto, Z., Musik, S. S.-J. S., & 2012,
undefined. (n.d.). Pemberian
Penguatan untuk Meningkatkan
Motivasi dan Prestasi Belajar Seni
Budaya Siswa Kelas VIID SMP Islam
Sudirman Ambarawa.
Journal. Unnes.Ac.Id.

Septiyan, D. D. (2016a). Eksistensi
Kesenian Gambang Semarang Dalam
Budaya Semarangan. JPKS (Jurnal
Pendidikan Dan Kajian Seni).

Septiyan, D. D. (2016b). Eksistensi
Kesenian Gambang Semarang Dalam

Budaya Semarangan. Jurnal
Pendidikan Dan Kajian Seni, 1(2), 154—
172.

Setyono, B., & Widodo, H. P. (2019). The
representation of multicultural values
in the Indonesian Ministry of
Education and Culture-Endorsed
EFL textbook: a critical discourse
analysis. Intercultural Education, 30(4),
383-397.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14675986.2
019.1548102

Skillman, M., Cross-Barnet, C., & ...
(2019). A framework for rigorous
qualitative research as a component
of mixed method rapid-cycle
evaluation. Qualitative Health
https://doi.org/10.1177/104973231
8795675

Slobodova Novakova, K., Sirotova, M.,
Urban, M., & Boghana, J. (2021).
Using The Elements Of Traditional
Culture In The Teaching Process
From The Perspective of

107



Eko Raharjo / Jurnal Seni Musik (13) (2)

Ethnopedagogy And Ethnology.
Journal of Education Culture and Society,

12(2), 495-504.
https://doi.org/10.15503/jecs2021.2
.495.504

Winarno, E. (2022). Analysis of color
features performance using support
vector machine with multi-kernel for
batik  classification.  International
Journal of Advances in Intelligent

Informatics, 8(2), 151-164.
https://doi.org/10.26555/1jain.v8i2.
821

Yulizar, Farid, & Firdaus. (2017). Menelisik
Asal Usul Gambang Semarang, Simbol
Keberagaman  Warga Kota. EIN
Institute.

Yusuf, V., & Christianna, A. (2020).
Perancangan Modul POP-UP Dan Video
Tutorial Sebagai Media Pembelajaran
Bahasa  Rupa  Damar  Kurung.
repository.upnjatim.ac.id.
http://repository.upnjatim.ac.id/ 120
8/.

108



