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Abstract

The socioeconomic circumstances of a community can be positively impacted by the presence of tourism.
The primary goal of advancing the tourism sector in the Borobudur Sub District area is now the growth
of Super Priority Temple Tourism. More research is still necessary to fully comprehend the development's
socioeconomic effects on the neighborhood. Analyzing the social and economic effects of the Borobudur
Temple's high-priority tourism growth on the Borobudur Subdistrict community is the aim of this study.
Qualitative research methodologies are used in this study. The Borobudur Sub District is the site of the
study. The community, the secretary of the Borobudur Sub-District Head, and the tourism manager of the
Borobudur Temple serve as the research’s informants. Techniques for gathering data include documentation,
interviews, and observation. The Modernization theory of Walt Whitman Rostow was the theory employed in
this study. The study’s findings demonstrate the favorable social effects of Borobudur Temple's top priority
tourism growth, specifically higher levels of education and established collaboration. The economic impact
on the community, on the other hand, is a rise in income as a result of more job openings, a wider range of
employment options, and the emergence of new business ideas from the community. It is suggested that
the expansion of Borobudur Temple as a top tourist destination necessitates coordination with other nearby
tourist attractions, such as designing tour packages that simultaneously benefit all of the communities in
the Borobudur Sub District. Additionally, the community should make the most of its current opportunities.
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INTRODUCTION

People or communities that are exclu-
ded from development initiatives will live
in substandard conditions and be unable
to take part in the planning, execution, and
assessment phases of the project (Handoyo,
2020). In the beginning, development was
done because an area’s potential or lack the-
reof necessitated encouragement to speed
up the area’s development. Since the growth
of tourism benefits a nation, many develo-
ping nations concentrate on using tourism
to boost their economies. In many nations,
tourism has emerged as one of the prima-
ry sectors that can boost income; hence,
the growth of the tourism industry will un-
doubtedly demonstrate the degree of com-
munity welfare (Weny, 2018).

Economically and socially, the growth
of the tourism industry will alter society.
One of the objectives of a destination’s tou-
rism development is to help the local popu-
lation. In (Risdawati et al., 2013), Subarsono
(2005) asserts that the presence of a pub-
lic policy will undoubtedly result in three
things: output, outcome, and impact. Im-
pact refers to additional effects on society
as a result of the policy’s implementation,
outcome refers to the policy’s result during a
specific time period, and output refers to the
output of a policy system. Because it recog-
nizes the potential of the Borobudur Temp-
le Tourism Park, the government has made
the growth of the tourism industry a top pri-
ority. The Borobudur Temple Tourism Park,
a world cultural heritage site, is one of the
most visited tourist destinations in Central
Java Province, particularly in Magelang Re-
gency. By speeding up tourism development
to boost regional competitiveness, which
leads to more investment and national eco-
nomic growth, Borobudur Temple Park was
developed as a national strategic area. Accor-
dingly, Borobudur Temple was designated
as a National Strategic Area in accordance
with Magelang Regency Regional Regulati-
on Number 5 of 2011 concerning the Spatial
Plan of Magelang Regency for 2010-2020.
This is because the temple has a significant
impact on the nation’s sovereignty, defen-
se and security, economy, social, cultural,

and environmental aspects, including areas
that have been designated as world herita-
ge. According to earlier studies on the effects
of tourism development on the local com-
munity, none of them go beyond describing
how the socioeconomics of the local com-
munity will be impacted by tourism growth.
The growth of super priority tourism that
affects the local community is the main fo-
cus of this study, in contrast to earlier re-
search. Like one of them, the Borobudur
Temple Tourism Park Object, has seen nu-
merous developments surrounding it since
it was designated a Super Priority Tourism
Area. The community surrounding the
tourist destination will benefit economically
from the development. This phenomena in-
dicates that the Borobudur Sub District and
the surrounding area may experience socio-
economic effects from the growth of tourist
attractions in the Borobudur Temple Tourism
Park.

This is demonstrated by the Regional
Government’s construction of a number of
tourism amenities in the Borobudur Sub
District in an attempt to draw visitors to the
Borobudur Temple Tourism Park. A nation’s
economic growth is not the only indicator of
its level of development; development has a
wider scope. A crucial position in develop-
ment is given to the social dimension, which
is sometimes disregarded in the pursuit of
economic progress. In addition to consi-
dering how economic activity affects the
community’s social life, attempts are made
to improve the economic structure during
the development process. The socioecono-
mic effects of super tourism and the im-
portance of Borobudur Temple to the resi-
dents of Borobudur Sub District, Magelang
Regency, are covered in this study. W.W.
Rostow’s Modernization Theory was then
used for analysis.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative ap-
proach. The qualitative approach was se-
lected because it is grounded in the postpo-
sitivist philosophy, which
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is used to study natural objects; the
researcher serves as the primary informant;
and observation, interviews, and recording
are the methods utilized to acquire data.
Data collecting, data condensation, data
presentation, and conclusion drawing were
the first steps in the data analysis methods
employed in this study. Here, qualitative re-
search is used to examine the issue, namely
the socioeconomic status of the residents
of Borobudur Sub District in light of Super
Priority tourism. In order to obtain more
detailed information, the researcher in this
study explained the phenomenon using
words and natural language. The Borobudur
Temple’s tourism management and the so-
cioeconomic effects it had on the residents
of the Sub District Borobudur served as the
study’s main data sources. The Magelang
Regency’s Central Statistics Agency and ot-
her relevant data sources provide the secon-
dary data sources.

RESULT & DISCUSSION
Overview Of Borobudur Sub District
With 20 villages, 149 hamlets,

158 RWs, and 478 RTs, the Borobudur Sub
District is home to 64,687 people at a popu-
lation density of 1,186 souls per km?2. Tan-
jungsari Village has the lowest size, measu-
ring 0.65 km?, while Ngadiharjo Village has
the largest, measuring 5.90 km?2. The Boro-
budur Sub District is situated at 7°59’'99”-
7°64'87” S and 110°16'42”-110°44'17” E geolo-
cation. Because Borobudur Sub District is
40 kilometers from Yogyakarta City, 17 km
from Magelang City, and 9o km from Sema-
rang, it is therefore a strategically important
location.

The strategic position is easily acces-
sibleand has the potential to boost the Boro-
budur Sub District’s residents’ economic si-
tuation. The Borobudur Temple is one of the
many tourist attractions in the Borobudur
Sub District due to its potential for tourism,
which includes environmental tourism. Be-
cause of its potential to improve commu-
nity welfare, particularly in the immediate
vicinity, Borobudur Temple is utilized as a
Super Priority Area during its development.

The tourism industry at Borobudur Temple
is growing, which is contributing to an in-
crease in visitors. The management has ta-
ken notice of this. Building infrastructure to
support Borobudur Temple’s tourism activi-
ties is the answer because as the number of
visitors rises, the amenities and infrastruc-
ture will likewise become less functional.

Social Impact on the Community of
Borobudur Sub District

Every region manages and develops its
tourism destinations according to its own
rules. Individuals with different traits can
come together in interactions that are mu-
tually accepting and productive. Strategic
locations with exceptional potential value,
particularly in the tourism industry, will
support social, economic, and cultural shifts
in society. Similar to the tourist destination
of Borobudur Temple, which attracts both
domestic and foreign visitors, it has a signi-
ficant impact on the nation or the local com-
munity. The impact of Borobudur Temple’s
tourism operations will be felt at least five
kilometers outside the temple’s actual cen-
ter. The residents of Borobudur Sub District,
which is the neighborhood surrounding the
Temple, are particularly affected by the tou-
rism industry.

Community Education Level

The population of Borobudur Sub
District had a rise in high school graduates,
with 12,655 graduating in 2021 and 13,085
the following year. However, there was a
drop from 695 to 698 individuals at the S1
level. As more high school graduates enter
the workforce, jobs in the agriculture sec-
tor shift to the service sector, which lowers
unemployment and the dropout rate (Widy-
atmaja, 2010).

Then, the issue of cost is the only issue
facing education. Because of the high ex-
pense, parents are unable to send their kids
to college via education. The majority of
people still believe that a high school certi-
ficate is sufficient, despite the fact that there
are other options for education. Additional-
ly, Widyatmaja (2010) asserts that tourism
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will promote knowledge acquisition in
the community since it can provide insights
from the locals, particularly since not all vi-
sitors are able to speak in the native tongue.

Additionally, Borobudur Language
Village is a foreign language instruction fa-
cility located in Borobudur Sub District. By
providing a quick and simple method of lear-
ning English together with tours of the Lan-
guage Village, Borobudur Language Village
is involved in English education. The rise in
foreign language instruction demonstrates
the modernization process, which is a cons-
tant transition from a traditional to a more
developed society (Muhammad & So, 2006).
People also start to trust science, which is
another feature of modernization. The rise
in the number of high school graduates and
the number of students enrolled in training
at the Borobudur Language Village are indi-
cators of the district’s residents’ increased
educational attainment.

More Collaboration The Borobudur
Sub District provided the following examp-
les of the types of collaboration that have
been created within the community: Estab-
lishing homestays all over the area to give
visitors the feeling of getting back to natu-
re and allowing them to interact with the
locals. This will affect how the community
interacts with one another since it encoura-
ges collaboration to meet the objective of
providing excellent service to tourists; The
establishment of local Cooperatives as part-
ners in tourism marketing, which can empo-
wer local community groups. Establishment
art groups, like the 13 art groups in Candirejo
Village, which aim to help the locals preser-
ve their culture.

In order to accomplish the intended
outcome, which is to profit from tourism,
some of the community empowerment ini-
tiatives have been successful in fostering
greater cooperationamong locals. According
to Samahudin’s research from 2022, tourism
can empower local communities because
of community collaboration in its develop-
ment, as evidenced by the establishment of
community groups to support the process of
community empowerment and the growth
of tourist destinations. In order to maintain

the sustainability of the tourist destination,
there was also mutual cooperation in mana-
ging tourism at Borobudur Temple. Similar
to the rise of other tourist attractions near
Borobudur Temple, it promotes commu-
nity cohesion to govern collectively for the
benefit of all. The Village Economic Center,
also known as Balkondes, is an example of
an emerging destination in the Borobudur
Sub District.

Economic Impact on the Community of
Borobudur Sub District

For instance, it affects the economy in
terms of employment, income levels, and
the growth of the business sector in the Bo-
robudur Temple tourist region, which is a
top focus for tourism.

Level of Income, the local popu-
lation, particularly the workers and dealers
involved in the growth of tourism, feels the
boost in revenue. In addition, new compa-
nies have started to appear in the vicinity of
Borobudur Temple.

The local community, particularly
the workers and dealers in the Borobudur
Temple region, has seen a rise in revenue.
Prior to the growth of this high-priority
tourist, the average monthly salary was less
than IDR 3,200,000. However, the commu-
nity, particularly workers and dealers, has
seen an increase in average income reaching
IDR600,000/month toIDR2,600,000/month
depending on the type of labor, thanks to
the growth of super priority tourism in Bo-
robudur Temple.

They will be able to meet their family’s
and their own financial demands with the
money they receive. Accordingly, the on-
going modernization process has had a good
effect on the residents of Borobudur Sub
District since it is highly required by the
community (Muhammad & So, 2006).

Indirectly, it is evident that the
growth of tourism positively affects the local
economy. Indirectly, it is evident that the
growth of tourism positively affects the lo-
cal economy. It is also connected to earlier
studies by Abdillah et al. (2016), which de-
monstrate that the growth of tourism affects
the local economy and allows those involved
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in the industry—particularly dealers and la-
borers—to earn more money.

Employment

This also holds true for the growth
of tourists at Borobudur Temple, which is
crucial in lowering unemployment among
locals who work there or start enterprises
nearby. The growth of the tourism industry
may help the unemployed find employment.
Every business owner has space for three to
ten employees, or perhaps more. Therefore,
there will be more employment prospects in
the area the more individuals create enter-
prises, including trade and occupations as
managers of tourist and other industries.

According to research by Wijayan-
to et al. (2023), the growth of tourism will
positively affect people’s employment pros-
pects, hence lowering unemployment. After
the development of the Borobudur Temp-
le Super Priority Tourism, the residents of
Borobudur Sub District, who before had no
occupations, now have a variety of tourism-
related jobs.

Business Sector Development The
neighborhood has started to develop new
business concepts as a result of Borobudur
Temple becoming a top focus. The tourism
industry, which has grown rapidly in Bo-
robudur Sub District, is one of the enterpri-
ses. For instance, the VW rental company is
very popular in the Borobudur SubDistrict.
The company showcases Borobudur Sub
District’s potential by allowing visitors to
explore the area in a VW, which allows them
to introduce visitors to already-existing tou-
rism attractions. The local community can
benefit from a field created by the VW rental
company. Therise of economic activity is not
limited to tourist locations; it also includes
franchises, restaurants, lodging facilities,
homestays, and community-developed bu-
siness ideas like providing services during
certain events like the Borobudur Temple
Tourism Park.

This is consistent with earlier research
by Aco (2018), which found that tourism can
help people boost their income by launching
tourism-related enterprises like tourist sup-
port centers.

Socio-Economic Impact is Negative

The socioeconomic well- being of the
residents of Borobudur Sub District is po-
sitively impacted by the presence of super
priority tourism at Borobudur Temple, but
it also has negative effects. Similarly, Kujon
Field in Borobudur Sub District will be de-
veloped into the Kujon Art Market, which
would facilitate trade in the Borobudur
Temple Area. In this manner, the traders’
land will be shifted to Kujon Field right
away; nevertheless, the community will
protest this since it will be difficult for tra-
ders to relocate.

The Borobudur Temple tourist area
still need a lot of work, including the exten-
sion of tourist sites and the construction of
other services. The Borobudur Sub District
community is gradually beginning to under-
go changes in a number of areas, including
geography, education, social interaction,
economic status, and community order. This
is whether it is connected to the following
aspects of Walt Whitman Rostow’s Mo-
dernization theory:

The Change of Agrarian Society to Capi-
talist Society

According to Walt Whitman Rostow,
there are various phases of economic deve-
lopment in people’s lives. It has to do with
how traditional agrarian societies are evol-
ving into more rational ones. The stage in
question is to observe how the growth of
super priority tourism at Borobudur Temp-
le has affected the social changes of the resi-
dents of Borobudur Sub District. The stage
opens with a traditional society, followed by
a preconditioned society that takes off, indi-
viduals maturing, and a high-consumption
culture.

Traditional society: societal change
happens very slowly at this stage. Due to
the lack of access to research, the industrial
method has not been optimised. Need for
the majority of people to continue using the
agriculture sector’s current resources (Sa-
lim, 2002). The residents of Borobudur Sub
District, which was formerly a traditional
community, are no different. It is typified by
a community that maintains a cooperative
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mindset. Additionally, there are numerous
Village Economic Centers in the Borobudur
Sub District. Next, the lives of those who as-
sume a consumptive lifestyle without consi-
dering lifestyle. Then, there are restrictions
on economic prospects and means of sub-
sistence, which results in a low-income so-
ciety that develops slowly. The residents of
Borobudur Sub District have many jobs to
suit their demands as a result of these limi-
tations. This situation results from the ag-
ricultural sector’s continued dominance in
Borobudur Sub District residents’ means of
subsistence.

Pre-conditioned society takes off

The community is currently seeing
economic growth that is happening gradual-
ly. The development of the industrial sector,
the opening of new markets or infrastructu-
res, and therise of entrepreneurs all occur at
this point. Or, as Rowland (2012) putsit, it is
a time of transition from traditional society
to accomplish growth on its strength. The
building of the Borobudur Temple Tourism
Park Area is associated with the preconditi-
on community taking off stage. Infrastruc-
ture development includes the construction
of a merchant area, the repair of various pe-
destrian facilities, the construction of a gate
to the Borobudur Temple tourist attraction,
and his description. For the residents of Bo-
robudur Sub District, this further expands
employment options, allowing them to
switch careers. For instance, a lot of people
open parking lots, rent scooters, trade food,
and so on. Other companies also arose, like
VW rentals, which at first only numbered
23 to 51, and community-owned homestays,
which started with 29 and now number 59.
The reason for changing careers is because
the income earned is insufficient to cover
daily expenses, which contributes to the ri-
sing economic growth of the residents of Bo-
robudur Sub District.

Society takes off

During the community take- off sta-
ge, new businesses will start to expand, eco-
nomic growth will start to pick up speed,
and economic support facilities will start

to appear. At this point, hitherto unheard-
of technologies started to emerge. The re-
sidents of the Borobudur subdistrict, for
example, adjust to the steadily growing eco-
nomic sector. Along with the diversity of
livelihoods, which include occupations in
different industries in addition to agricultu-
re. in order for the residents of Borobudur
District’s income to keep rising. Fast food,
restaurants, hotels, and tourist villages run
by the residents of Borobudur Sub District
are just a few of the new enterprises that
have surfaced and are still growing around
the Borobudur Temple Tourism Park. The
development of Balkondes, or the Vil-
lage Economic Center, was another enter-
prise. The large number of visitors is what
is driving the emergence of these new eco-
nomic activity. with the expectation that the
company would keep expanding over time.
This situation is comparable to Nabila et al.’s
(2023) research, which found that tourism
can create new jobs for the local population.
Furthermore, it is consistent with Romanian
studies showing that, when correctly mana-
ged, tourism creates jobs and helps local
communities grow socioeconomically (Pop-
sa, 2020).

Society moves to maturity

Modern technology is being used suc-
cessfully in practically every economic activi-
ty, which is a sign that society is maturing.
Because technology can create advances in
the economic sector, the workforce is
better educated than it was in the past.
People will then prefer a less urban lifes-
tyle, and their income will rise above their
former level. At this point, modern techno-
logy is becoming more and more important,
just like the residents of Borobudur Sub
District. Thegrowth of the economic sector
rather than the agrarian sector is indicative
of changes in the Borobudur Sub District’s
population’s economic situation. This is evi-
dent in the agricultural area owned by the
Borobudur Sub District community, which
has been transformed into a tourist destinati-
on or other auxiliary facilities. The residents
of Borobudur Sub District have also seen
societal changes, which are evident in their
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way of living in relation to the metropolis.
According to Bintang et al. (2019), tourism
will promote social norm and behavior mo-
dification in the community. For instance,
because the community collaborates to run
tourism- related businesses and other enter-
prises, there is now more engagement and
mutual collaboration among the residents
of Borobudur Sub District.

High consumption society

This final stage is characterized by a
rise in communal consumption that beyond
their basic necessities, such as food, clothes,
and lodging. When people purchase items
based on their desires rather than their ne-
cessities, they become more consumptive.
When people purchase items based on their
desires rather than their necessities, they
become more consumptive. In order to sa-
tisfy the community’s needs and desires, a
trade center is also being built. Because of
their increased affluence, the residents of
Borobudur Sub District are becoming more
consumptive. According to a number of in-
terviewees whose income has improved—
for example, VW rental business owners’
monthly income has increased from IDR
3,200,000 to IDR 5,800,000—that cir-
cumstance is what causes public consumpti-
on to rise. Building confidence and the drive
to fit in so that it becomes the same as others
by keeping up with the advancements of the
increasingly sophisticated times through
both online and offline purchases is the
foundation of a consumptive society (Fyka
et al., 2018). Some people, typically elderly
people who are unaffected by the circums-
tances in the Borobudur Sub District, prefer
to lead simple lives without placing a high
value on their consumption habits.

The modernization theories, which is
based on the idea of evolution, holds that
modernization is an ongoing process that
keeps moving forward and cannot be stop-
ped. Similar to this, the residents of Boro-
budur Sub District are still working to raise
their standard of living. Additionally, a gro-
wing number of people in Borobudur Sub
District are pursuing careers in tourism.
Economic growth in the Borobudur Sub

District region will continue to rise as the
number of individuals employed in the tou-
rism industry rises relative to those emplo-
yed in the agricultural sector.

This isalso connected to earlierstudies
by Wibowo et al. (2017), which demonstrate
how tourism would impact people’s lives by
generating jobs that raise incomes. When it
comes to economic development, tourism
may be the primary driver of progress. Emp-
loyment and income have changed in Boro-
budur Sub District asa result of the growth of
this top tourist destination. This is brought
on by those who are attempting to use the
circumstances in the neighborhood in order
to raise their revenue.

It's important for Borobudur Sub
District to have a diverse range of livelihood
options. According to research by Erlangga
et al. (2023), a tourist destination with a lar-
ge number of job opportunities has the po-
wer to improve people’s quality of life and
raise income. As a result, Borobudur Sub
District’s economic structure has changed.
This occurs naturally in a place. On the other
side, people will switch careers to the tou-
rism industry if they are unwilling to work
in the agriculture sector. This is the result of
those who want his salary to rise so that he
can sustain his family, or, to put it another
way, to live. The existence of Borobudur tou-
rism, which is a top priority, promotes new
economic development and improvements
in the standard of living for the residents of
Borobudur Sub District. This condition is si-
milar to research by Oktaviani et al. (2023),
which found that the growth of tourism will
impact people’s livelihoods by creating new
jobs. This will enhance the welfare of the
local community because a variety of eco-
nomic activities, like trade or services, have
emerged to meet the needs of tourists. The
Borobudur Sub District highway, which is
near the Borobudur Temple Area, is cur-
rently lined with a large number of eateries,
cafes, laundromats, motels, franchise enter-
prises, and other establishments. Additio-
nally, people are now starting to host visitors
in their homes as homestays.
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CONCLUSION

According to studies on the socioeco-
nomic effects of tourism growth It is possible
to draw the following conclusions about the
Borobudur Temple’s Super Priority for the
residents of Borobudur Sub District, Mage-
lang Regency: Social Impact: Education in
the community is improving. Then, there is
a greater level of community collaboration
in the management of tourism-related en-
terprises, such as the construction of tourist
amenities and the administration of the Vil-
lage Economic Center (Balkondes).

Economic Impact: Depending on the
sort of business, people’s monthly incomes
range from IDR 600,000 to IDR 2,600,000.
Additionally, local towns are seeing job
openings as many people transition from
farming to other occupations. Additionally,
there is the growth of new companies that
give people the chance to start their own bu-
sinesses.
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