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Abstract

This research delves into the literary merits and controversies surrounding the 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
movie in contemporary popular culture. Through a comprehensive literature review, we explore the
captivating narrative, thematic exploration, and character development that contribute to the film's literary
merits. Additionally, we examine the controversies, which encompass its portrayal of BDSM, consent,
unequal power dynamics, and treatment of abuse and trauma. The research methodology used is a
literature review, which involves analyzing existing scholarly works, critical essays, and articles related to
the 'Fifty Shades of Grey' movie. The 'Fifty Shades of Grey' movie exhibits literary merits in its engaging
narrative, thematic exploration, and character development. However, it also faces controversies
regarding its portrayal of BDSM and concerns about consent, power dynamics, and handling of abusive
behavior. The film's cultural impact and discussions about relationships and sexuality mark its

significance in contemporary popular culture.
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INTRODUCTION
In the realm of contemporary popular
culture, few works have ignited as much

discussion, fascination, and debate as 'Fifty
Shades of Grey.' Originally a literary sensation,
the series, written by E.L. James, has since made
a profound impact on the cinematic world,
spawning a movie adaptation that garnered both
immense commercial success and intense
scrutiny. This intriguing fusion of erotica,
romance, and drama has become a focal point for
exploring the boundaries of literary merit and
stirring heated controversies within society.
Published in 2011, 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
introduces readers to the captivating but
controversial tale of Anastasia Steele, a young
college student, and Christian Grey, a wealthy
and enigmatic entrepreneur (Jones, B., 2014).
Their relationship evolves into an exploration of
BDSM  (bondage, discipline, dominance,
submission, sadism, and masochism) themes,
pushing the boundaries of conventional romance
narratives. The trilogy's literary merits lie not
merely in its controversial subject matter but also

in its ability to captivate millions of readers
worldwide, sparking intense discussions about
themes of power, consent, and sexuality (Barker,
M., 2013).

Within contemporary popular culture, the
'Fifty Shades of Grey' series has been a polarizing
force. Supporters laud its unapologetic approach
to exploring human desires, emphasizing that the
series fosters open dialogue around sexual
preferences and relationships. The books and
subsequent movie adaptation have undeniably
sparked a cultural phenomenon, reaching an
extensive audience and influencing mainstream
discussions on sexuality and feminism (Bordun,

T. M., 2020).
However, the franchise has also faced
intense criticism from various quarters.

Detractors argue that 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
romanticizes abusive behavior and perpetuates
harmful stereotypes about BDSM relationships.
Accusations of poor writing and character
development have led to discussions about the
line between literary success and commercial
appeal. Some critics assert that the series lacks
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the depth and nuance necessary for exploring
complex themes such as power dynamics and
consent, instead presenting a shallow portrayal of
BDSM relationships.

Throughout its rise to prominence, the
'Fifty Shades' phenomenon has highlighted the
blurred lines between art and commercialism in
contemporary literature and film. The series'
immense popularity has raised questions about
the influence of marketing, societal curiosity, and
the role of female-centric narratives in shaping
contemporary pop culture. In this exploration of
'Fifty Shades of Grey,' we aim to delve into the
dichotomy of literary merits and controversies
that have come to define this captivating work in
contemporary popular culture. By analyzing its
impact on readers, viewers, and societal norms,
we seek to navigate the complexities surrounding
its themes, messages, and reception. Whether one
sees the series as a liberation of desires or an
exploitative portrayal of relationships, there is no
denying that 'Fifty Shades of Grey' continues to
occupy a significant space in modern cultural
discourse, challenging norms and sparking
conversations that will persist for years to come.

METHODOLOGY

In this research endeavor, we adopt a
literature review methodology to embark on an
exploration of the captivating world of the 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' movie, analyzing its literary
merits and the controversies it has ignited within
contemporary popular culture. Like seasoned
detectives delving into a labyrinth of critical
insights and academic discussions, we seek to
unravel the enigmatic allure of this cinematic
work and the diverse perspectives that surround
it.

To set our course, we navigate a vast sea
of scholarly databases, academic libraries, and
digital archives, casting our nets wide to gather a
treasure trove of relevant literature. With every
click and keystroke, we plunge deeper into the
depths of knowledge, guided by keywords and
search terms carefully chosen to unveil the layers
of critique and analysis surrounding the movie.

As we pore over the literature, we don
our analytical lenses, carefully distinguishing the
gems of academic discourse from the transient
glimmers of reviews and promotional materials.

Only the scholarly jewels that align with our
research objectives will earn their place in our
exploratory voyage.

On this intellectual expedition, we chart
our course through the currents of time, ensuring
our review encompasses the freshest perspectives
from the past decade. Like archaeologists
unearthing ancient artifacts, we unearth academic
works that hold the secrets to unraveling the
literary merits of this cinematic phenomenon.

As we collect our findings, we begin to
recognize recurring themes and patterns, each
contributing a brushstroke to the vivid portrait of
the 'Fifty Shades of Grey' movie. Character
analyses reveal the intricacies of Ana and
Christian's journey, while plot structures unveil
the narrative tension that keeps audiences
enraptured.

Thematic explorations guide us through
the tangled forest of human desires, exposing the
film's audacious foray into the realm of BDSM
themes. Here, we confront controversies that
surface like turbulent waves, triggered by the
portrayal of relationships and sexuality in the
film.

Our ship's hold brims with data, carefully
extracted from the literature and placed in its
respective compartments. Like expert
cartographers, we chart the course of our
analysis, plotting our findings in a constellation
of interconnected ideas. With the pieces of the
puzzle in hand, we sail into the calm harbor of
synthesis and discussion. Here, we weave the
diverse threads of scholarly thought into a
cohesive narrative, unveiling the cinematic
masterpiece's literary merits while shedding light
on the controversies that encircle it.

Throughout our expedition, we anchor
ourselves to the core principles of academic
rigor, acknowledging the multitude of viewpoints
that crisscross the seas of critical analysis. In our
journey's conclusion, we present a compass of
understanding, guiding readers through the
labyrinth of 'Fifty Shades of Grey's' cultural
impact and its lasting influence on contemporary
popular culture.

In the end, our literature review
methodology serves as a lantern that illuminates
the hidden facets of this enigmatic cinematic
world, providing a comprehensive and insightful
exploration of the literary merits and

161


http://journal.unnes.ac.id/

LANGUAGE CIRCLE: Journal of Language and Literature 18(1) October 2023

Available online at http://journal.unnes.ac.id

p-ISSN 1858-0165
e-ISSN 2460-853X

controversies surrounding the 'Fifty Shades of
Grey' movie.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The Literary Merits of Fifty Shades of Grey

The 'Fifty Shades of Grey' series,

including the movie adaptation, has elicited
diverse and often polarizing opinions regarding
its literary merits. While it has faced criticism for
certain aspects, it also exhibits noteworthy
elements that contribute to its allure and cultural
impact. The literary merits found in 'Fifty Shades
of Grey' extend beyond its commercial success,
and a closer examination reveals the complexity
of its storytelling and thematic exploration.

1.

Engaging Narrative: At the heart of the
series' literary merit is its ability to
engage readers and viewers on an
emotional level. E.L. James weaves a
captivating tale of Anastasia Steele, a shy
and inexperienced college graduate, and
Christian Grey, a wealthy and enigmatic
businessman. The narrative's blend of
romance, sensuality, and drama creates a
compelling storyline that keeps the
audience hooked, eagerly turning the
pages or glued to the screen (Inzunza, B.,
2015).

The movie adaptation successfully
captures this essence by translating the
book's captivating plot into a visually
immersive cinematic experience. The
director's artistic choices, coupled with
the lead actors' chemistry, ensure that the
viewers are captivated by the unfolding
events and emotionally invested in the
characters' journey.

Exploration of Complex Themes: 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' ventures beyond the
realm of conventional romance to
explore deeper and more complex
themes. At its core, the series delves into
the intricacies of human relationships and
the multifaceted nature of desire and
intimacy (Myshrall, M., 2018). Through
the lens of  Christian  Grey's
unconventional sexual preferences and
his desire for dominance and submission,
the story delves into the nuances of
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power dynamics and the psychology of
attraction (Lanciano, T., et al., 2016).
The movie adaptation, with its visual
storytelling, adds depth to this
exploration, offering a nuanced portrayal
of the characters' inner conflicts and
emotional vulnerabilities. It prompts
viewers to reflect on the intricacies of
human desires and the complexities of
unconventional relationships.

Character Development: A significant
literary merit of the series lies in its
portrayal of character development. Both
Anastasia Steele and Christian Grey
undergo transformative journeys
throughout the story. Anastasia evolves
from a timid and inexperienced young
woman into a more assertive and self-
aware individual, discovering her own
desires and boundaries.

Christian  Grey's  character,  too,
experiences growth as he confronts the
traumas of his past and begins to
understand the importance of emotional
intimacy. These arcs make the characters
multi-dimensional and relatable to
audiences, elevating the story beyond
superficial romantic tropes. In the movie
adaptation, the lead actors' performances
add depth and authenticity to the
characters, making their emotional
journeys more tangible and impactful.
Evocative Language: While the series
has faced criticism for its writing style
and prose, it employs descriptive and
evocative language to create vivid scenes
and emotional moments. E.L. James
employs a sensuous and emotive writing
style that enhances the story's intensity
and its ability to evoke various emotions
in readers.

The movie adaptation skillfully uses
cinematography, music, and visual cues
to evoke emotions and create an
immersive  experience. The film's
aesthetic choices and attention to detail
further heighten the audience's emotional
engagement.

Cultural Impact: 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
has transcended its status as a literary and
cinematic phenomenon, leaving an
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indelible mark on popular culture
(Quilliam, S., 2013). Beyond its
entertainment value, the series sparked
discussions about female empowerment,
sexual liberation, and societal attitudes
toward unconventional relationships.

The movie adaptation further extended
its cultural impact, reaching a broader
audience and intensifying the
conversations ~ about  contemporary
romance, eroticism, and representation of
sexuality in mainstream media. It has
influenced the creation of similar works
in literature and film, shaping the
trajectory of popular culture.

6. Pioneering Genre Fusion: A literary

merit unique to 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
lies in its pioneering genre fusion. By
blending elements of romance, erotica,
and drama, the series challenged the
boundaries of traditional romance
narratives. This innovative blending of
genres opened new avenues for exploring
themes of love, desire, and intimacy,
redefining the contemporary romance
genre.
The movie adaptation, with its bold
visual storytelling, continued this genre
fusion, creating a cinematic experience
that blurred the lines between traditional
romance and more daring and
provocative themes.

7. Fan Engagement: Another testament to
the series' literary merits is its ability to
foster a dedicated and passionate fan
base. From the books' release to the
movie's premiere, 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
has cultivated an active fandom. Fans
have formed online communities,
engaged in fan fiction, and participated in
discussions about the series' characters
and themes.

The movie adaptation intensified this
engagement, leading to enthusiastic fan
support and heightened anticipation for
subsequent installments. This level of fan
involvement highlights the series' success
in forging a connection with its audience.

8. Conversation Starter: Beyond its literary
and cinematic merits, 'Fifty Shades of
Grey' has acted as a catalyst for

discussions about relationships,
sexuality, and societal norms. The series
sparked debates about consent, power
dynamics in relationships, and the
boundaries of sexual exploration (Afifa,
P.R., & Kurnia, D. M., 2018).
Through its thought-provoking themes,
the movie adaptation continued to initiate
conversations about the complexities of
human desires and the portrayal of
unconventional relationships in popular
media.

Thus, the literary merits of the 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' series and its movie adaptation
extend far beyond their initial reception. The
engaging narrative, exploration of complex
themes, and character development elevate the
series beyond conventional romance fiction.
Additionally, its cultural impact, pioneering
genre fusion, and passionate fan engagement
contribute to its enduring significance in
contemporary popular culture. While
controversies exist, the literary merits of 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' have sparked conversations and
reflections about human desires, relationships,
and the boundaries of romantic storytelling,
solidifying its place as a memorable and
influential work in modern entertainment.

The Controversies of Fifty Shades of Grey
Movie
The 'Fifty Shades of Grey' movie,
adapted from the wildly popular book series by
E.L. James, has not been without its fair share of
controversies. Since its release, the film has been
a subject of intense debates, polarizing opinions,
and sparking discussions on various fronts, from
its portrayal of relationships and sexuality to the
ethical implications of its themes. Delving deeper
into these controversies reveals a complex web of
perceptions and interpretations surrounding the
movie.
1. Portrayal of BDSM: One of the central
controversies surrounding the 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' movie revolves around
its portrayal of BDSM practices. BDSM
communities have raised concerns that
the film misrepresents and trivializes
BDSM, reducing it to a mere fetish or
sexual kink, rather than accurately
reflecting its ethos of consent,
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negotiation, and communication. Critics
argue that the movie sensationalizes
BDSM, glossing over the importance of
clear boundaries and informed consent
within such relationships.

Consent and Communication: The movie
has faced criticism for its portrayal of
consent and communication between the
main characters, Anastasia Steele and
Christian Grey. Critics point out
instances in the film where consent
seems ambiguous or coercion appears to
be present. Some argue that the movie
does not adequately address the
importance of enthusiastic and explicit
consent, particularly in the context of
exploring BDSM activities, potentially
perpetuating harmful ideas about sexual
relationships.

Unequal Power Dynamics: Another
contentious aspect of the 'Fifty Shades of
Grey' movie is the representation of the
relationship between Ana and Christian,
which involves unequal power dynamics.
Christian Grey is depicted as a dominant
figure who exerts control over Ana,
leading to debates about the portrayal of
gender roles and the perpetuation of
harmful stereotypes. Critics argue that
such a representation may romanticize
possessiveness and control in intimate
relationships,  sending  problematic
messages to the audience.

Treatment of Abuse and Trauma: The
movie has been criticized for its
treatment of Christian Grey's traumatic
past and abusive behavior. Some contend
that the film romanticizes and normalizes
abusive behaviors, overlooking the
underlying emotional issues and harm
caused by Christian's actions. Concerns
have been raised about the potential
impact of such portrayals on viewers,
especially young audiences who may
struggle to differentiate between fiction
and reality.

Critique of Writing and Representation:
While the 'Fifty Shades of Grey' series

merit, citing repetitive phrases and
simplistic ~ language. = The  movie
adaptation, despite visually capturing
certain aspects, received similar critique
for its screenplay and dialogue,
suggesting that the literary shortcomings
of the original work might have
translated into the film adaptation.
Feminist  Discourse: The movie's
portrayal of female empowerment and
feminism has been a subject of
significant debate within feminist circles.
Some argue that the series subverts
feminist principles by presenting a
female protagonist, Ana, who appears
submissive to a controlling male figure.
On the other hand, some feminist voices
contend that the series explores female
sexuality and desire, advocating for
women's sexual agency and the
exploration of their desires without
judgment.

Moral and Ethical Concerns: The explicit
sexual content and BDSM themes of the
movie have raised moral and ethical
concerns among certain audiences.
Religious and conservative groups have
expressed objections to the movie's
content, asserting that it promotes values
contrary to their beliefs. The commercial
success of the movie has also triggered
discussions about the commodification
and mainstream acceptance of erotica.
Impact on Popular Culture: Beyond the
controversies themselves, the 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' movie has had a
substantial impact on popular culture. Its
immense popularity and widespread
discussions about sexuality, consent, and
power dynamics have influenced societal
attitudes and perceptions about intimate
relationships. The movie's success has
also led to a wave of similar-themed
films and literature in popular media,
marking a significant shift in the
portrayal of erotic content in mainstream
entertainment.

To sum up, the 'Fifty Shades of Grey'

achieved immense popularity, it also movie has been a magnet for controversies,
faced criticism for its writing style. Some  touching on sensitive and complex themes, from
critics found the prose lacking in literary ¥ BDSM and consent to gender dynamics and
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female empowerment (Kocur, D., 2019). The
divergent opinions surrounding the movie
underscore the importance of critically examining
representations of relationships and sexuality in
popular culture (Noland, C., 2020). While some
view the movie as a celebration of exploration
and desire, others raise legitimate concerns about
its portrayals and potential implications. The
controversies surrounding the movie have
sparked essential conversations about societal
attitudes toward relationships, sexuality, and the
significance  of  informed consent and
communication in intimate encounters. As
society continues to grapple with these themes,
the 'Fifty Shades of Grey' movie remains a
polarizing work that has left a profound impact
on contemporary discussions about love, desire,
and human connection.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
movie has proven to be a significant and
influential work in contemporary popular culture,
marked by both literary merits and controversies.
While the movie garnered immense popularity
and engaged a broad audience, it also faced
critiques and debates surrounding its portrayal of
relationships, sexuality, and ethical
considerations.

The literary merits of the movie lie in its
engaging narrative, exploration of complex
themes, and character development. The
captivating storyline draws viewers into the
world of Ana and Christian, exploring desire,
intimacy, and power dynamics in their
relationship. The movie's visual storytelling
brings depth and authenticity to the characters,
allowing audiences to connect with their
emotional journeys.

However, the movie has not been without
its share of controversies. The portrayal of
BDSM has drawn criticism from BDSM
communities for misrepresenting and
sensationalizing their practices. Concerns have
also been raised about the portrayal of consent
and communication, as well as the unequal power
dynamics within the relationship, which some
argue may perpetuate harmful stereotypes and
ideas about intimate partnerships (Tryandari, N.
A.S., etal., 2017).

Moreover, the movie has faced critique
for its handling of abusive behavior and trauma,
with concerns that it may romanticize abusive
actions, potentially blurring the lines between
healthy and harmful relationships. Critics have
also scrutinized the writing style and
representation, asserting that the film falls short
in certain literary aspects.

Despite these controversies, the 'Fifty
Shades of Grey' movie has undoubtedly left a
lasting impact on popular culture. It sparked
conversations about sexuality, consent, feminism,
and the commercialization of erotica (Srdarov, S.,
& Bourgault du Coudray, C., 2016). The film's
immense success and cultural influence have
given rise to a wave of similar-themed works in
the mainstream media, transforming the portrayal
of erotic content and redefining romantic
storytelling.

In navigating the intricate waters of
literary merits and controversies, it is essential to
acknowledge the diverse perspectives and
opinions surrounding the movie. The debates it
triggered have fostered valuable discussions
about relationships, intimacy, and societal
attitudes toward sexuality. By critically
examining representations in popular culture,
society can continue to evolve and promote
healthy, informed discussions about love, desire,
and the complexities of human connections.

Ultimately, the 'Fifty Shades of Grey'
movie remains a thought-provoking and
impactful work, stirring emotions and reflections
on intimate relationships and societal norms. It
stands as a reminder of the power of art to elicit
profound reactions, while also challenging us to
engage in meaningful dialogues that shape our
understanding of human desires and the
boundaries of romance in the modern world.
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