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Abstract
This research is motivated by the policy of increasing fuel oil that is still hitting Indonesia. Representa-
tion which is one of the responses to form a collective movement that expresses a high level of concern 
about certain issues. Collective action can achieve the common goal of fighting an organized and powerful 
authority. This study aims to find out how the students of Palembang City represent in realizing the col-
lective movement against the increase in fuel oil policy by using quantitative methods to find responses 
in responses or representations of the increase in fuel oil policy. Data was collected from Palembang City 
students using the slovin formula so as to get 100 respondents in student representation, using three indi-
cators that affect representation, namely; economy 0.363 percent, social media 0.410 and attitude change 
0.456 percent. Changes in attitudes in the representation of Palembang City students in realizing collective 
movements greatly influenced the policy of increasing fuel oil with the highest percentage of 0.456.       
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INTRODUCTION
Representation tends to refer to a particular 
person, group or idea displayed in a discour-
se conceptually using language or symbols 
that function to represent concepts in our 
thinking about something (Husna & Fah-
rimal, 2021). Stuart Hall said that there are 
three representational approaches, namely 
first, the reflective approach which refers to 
representations that reflect the actual reali-
ty, secondly, the intentional approach which 
proposes the assumption that the meaning 
of representations of objects and signs is 
only with the maker, thirdly the constructive 
approach which states that representations 
are intentional. constructed and experience 
the dialectic meaning of the recipient of the 
message or sign (Rettberg, 2017).

Gaps in representation help clarify 
the policy space on relevant issues thereby 
giving rise to more state-oriented challen-
gers, which will then lead to an important 
backlash by the public in electoral decisions 
or social movements which can also redu-
ce voter confidence in democracy and the 
representation gap resulting from policy 
making (Kuno, 2022). Political representa-
tion usually connotes political institutions, 
for example people’s representatives in go-
vernance (Masitoh, 2017). One of the social 
factors that makes an individual or society 
will continue to experience development 
and have an organization, a group that will 
influence social behavior and actions that 
have an impact on social change (Sukmi, 
2015).

The emergence of movements carried 
out by a number of organized people with 
the aim of changing or maintaining certain 
elements in society at large (Meyer et al., 
2003) suggests the presence of several cha-
racteristics of a social movement, including 
the existence of goals to be achieved and the 
existence of an ideology, with the existence 
of a collective nature expresses a high level 
of concern about certain issues. (Dyke & 
Amos, 2017) collectives that express a high 
level of concern about certain issues mean 
social movements, namely a number of in-
dividuals who collectively or aim to solve 

problems that arise in a society.
The phenomenon of rising fuel prices 

in Indonesia is not the first thing, history 
says that the increase in fuel prices began 
with the post-independence Indonesian 
government, namely during the Old Order 
regime (1959-1966), not much different from 
the New Order regime, the country experi-
enced a state budget deficit. Fuel oil is an 
important issue in the life of the people, it 
can be said that fuel is systematically related 
to a number of degrees of economic growth 
and inflation (Setiyowati, 2019). The inc-
rease in fuel prices cannot be separated from 
the pros and cons that have the potential to 
damage the process of socio-economic jus-
tice for all Indonesian people. Through Pre-
sidential Regulation Number 98 of 2022, the 
government tripled the energy subsidy and 
compensation budget through the kemen-
keu.go.id website, increasing subsidies for 
fuel and LPG from IDR 77.5 trillion to IDR 
149.4 trillion, and for electricity from IDR 
56.5 trillion rose to IDR 59.6 trillion and 
then compensation for fuel from IDR 18.5 
trillion to IDR 252.5 trillion, compensation 
for electricity from IDR 0 to IDR 41 trillion.

Social changes (Fadzilatus et al., 
2020) that affect social movements within 
a group, the existence of this social move-
ment does not rule out tensions or conflicts 
in society such as tensions between Palem-
bang city youth and the government. The 
community feels that there is injustice in 
the government’s decision to increase fuel 
prices which is increasingly burdening the 
economy of the people affected by Covid-19, 
the increase in fuel prices automatically 
triggers an increase in the prices of various 
basic commodities including transportation 
and an increase in inflation will also increase 
at the end of 2022 reaching 10%. In a condi-
tion where purchasing power is still low and 
the burden of living is getting heavier, price 
increases have an impact on increasing the 
number of poor people. The increase in fuel 
prices is considered not transparent and vio-
lates the principles of good governance, in 
policy making does not involve the commu-
nity.

Anthony Gidden mentions that so-



Komunitas: International Journal of Indonesian Society and Culture 15(2) (2023):  283-291 285

UNNES JOURNALS

cial movements are collective efforts to pur-
sue a common interest or the movement 
achieves common goals through collective 
action (Giddens, 2000). The existence of a 
social movement is deliberately formed by 
movement members who will play roles ac-
cording to their respective duties (Pohan & 
Sugandi, 2019). 

Collective behavior that is spontaneo-
us and takes place in a relatively short period 
of time, structural conditions in the sense 
that the space society is more open and re-
laxed for the emergence of collective beha-
vior with structural pressures which means 
a national phenomenon that arises when 
individuals in society are faced with a very 
important problem and then They are joint-
ly looking for solutions to overcome these 
problems. So the purpose of this research is 
how to represent Palembang City Students 
in realizing the Collective Movement to Re-
ject the 2022 Oil Fuel Increase Policy.

Representation In The Collective 
Movement
According to Struat Hall, the new definition 
of representation is not limited to text inter-
pretation but rather is understood from the 
active and creative role of people who inter-
pret the world. Therefore, representation is 
not only the production of meaning but also 
the exchange of meaning, which can also 
be done through language and images as a 
symbol. Representation can be interpreted 
as an activity of re-presenting, representing 
a way to interpret what is given to the object 
or depicted (Alamsyah, 2020). We shall be 
able to observe through this representation 
how people respond to the policies that are 
offered; these responses take the form of be-
haviors and even behavior (Nofrima, 2022). 

Political representation usually con-
notes political institutions, for example 
parliament as the administration of govern-
ment (Masitoh, 2017). In addition, shared 
representations arise when there is a general 
need to identify combinations that are rele-
vant to the environment, especially commu-
nicating responses so that representations 
and visuals are similar to each other (Sievers 
et al., 2021).

The constructionist approach is used 
to be precise and structured from what has 
been constructed in the existing representa-
tion phenomena through elements that in-
fluence environmental factors, conventions 
that involve the intention of determining 
the process (Sukmana & Arifianto, 2021). 
In addition, the characteristics of the exis-
tence of community development are taken 
into consideration regarding the forms of 
social movements that appear in the strate-
gies used and the vision and changes to be 
achieved (Prasisko, 2016). Collective action 
is based on controversial politics of resistan-
ce so that it can take the form of a brief or 
sustained movement in an institution ac-
cording to (Charles, Tilly . Sidney, 2015), col-
lective action can achieve common goals in 
fighting an organized and strong authority. 
In addition, imagine that one of the reasons 
why metropolitan areas are changing so 
quickly is an uncontrollably large increase 
in population (Sartika & Supraja, 2021). 

Collective actions often face the chal-
lenge of not being carried out by people who 
have access to institutions (Nirzalin & Naza-
ruddin, 2017). Movements are always trigge-
red with motives and momentum based on 
a background of encouragement from wit-
hin society, namely the existence of uphea-
val as a result of the instability of values and 
norms which are the main contribution to 
social involvement and empirical pressu-
re in pragmatic interests to fulfill the basic 
needs of life, the availability of social space 
that vents social pressure due to disruption 
of the system of values, norms and pragma-
tic interests of society (Slavina et al., 2019).

Through the media political participa-
tion is not a new phenomenon in the demo-
cratic process media which is an important 
tool for creating political awareness among 
the people which also ensures participation 
in politics which is a source of information 
not only affecting people’s daily lives but also 
providing all kinds of information throug-
hout the world (Mohd, 2022). Youth plays 
an active role as a moral force, social control 
and agent of change in the aspect of natio-
nal development. One of the active roles of 
youth as an agent of change is manifested 
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by developing concern for the environment 
and concern for society (Haryati, 2016). Sha-
red perceptions and interpretations of the 
problem then try to get closer and secure a 
common attitude towards a common prob-
lem.

METHOD
This study uses a quantitative method that 
obtains data according to its purpose and 
use. Quantitative (Creswell, 2013) can be 
interpreted as research on a particular po-
pulation or sample with a random splitting 
technique. Data collection uses a research 
instrument for data analysis which aims to 
test the hypotheses that have been deter-
mined. In this study data collection used 
social techniques to determine the sample 
in data search. The case study was taken by 
students from Palembang City, South Su-
matra Province with an age population (15-
19 years) with the aim of sampling. The total 
population obtained by the researchers was 
125 315 people which the researchers ob-
tained on the website of the Central Bureau 
of Statistics for the City of Palembang (BPS 
Kota Palembang, 2022) and Representation 
and collective movement became a barome-
ter with economic indicators, social change 
and the influence of social media. The num-
ber of respondents obtained in this study on 
September 23, 2022, researchers used the 
Slovin formula to determine the number of 
samples. This study uses a sampling error of 
10% with an accuracy rate of 90%. For more 
details, see the Slovin formula and its calcu-
lations as follows:

Information:
n=Samples
N=Population
e=Error tolerance (sampling error)

The sampling error (e) used was 10% 
with consideration that the population 
tends to be homogeneous and the limita-
tions of the researcher, the number of samp-
les from the population in this study are: 

   

   

Based on the calculations using the 
Slovin formula, it can be concluded that the 
research sample is 100 respondents by ad-
justing the sample size with the question-
naires that have been distributed and filled 
in by the respondents. Data analysis in this 
study used the SmartPLS program. Then 
the management of the questionnaire uses 
SmartPLS (Partial Least Square) which is 
software used to analyze data through the 
Variance Based SEM approach or commonly 
called Paetial Least Square, a multivariate 
statistical technique for handling many res-
ponse variables and explanatory variables 
(Durrah, 2021).

The hypothesis in this study is: 
H1. Economics affecting student represen-

tation. 
H2. Changes in attitudes towards student 

representation.
 H3. Social Media influencing student rep-

resentation.

Questionnaire Design
Table 1. Questionnaire Question Design 

Variables Indicator
Economi The impact of the increase in 

fuel prices will be inflation 
(increase in prices of goods and 
services in general and continu-
ously)
Rising fuel has an effect on ris-
ing prices in the transportation 
sector
This policy will in fact have a se-
rious impact on the middle and 
lower middle class economic 
groups
In my opinion, the post-Cov-
id-19 economic burden has not 
yet recovered
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The data collection method in this study 
used quantitative survey questions taken 
from indicators per variable in the table. 
Survey questions were measured using 5 
scales 1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 
= neutral, 4 = agree and 5 = strongly agree.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Collective Action according to (Dam-

sar, 2010), namely; firstly, imitation is a pro-
cess of exemplifying the wider community, 
secondly, instruction as the delivery of so-
mething containing a decision by a party 
in power, thirdly, dissemination which is a 
process of conveying or notifying informa-

tion widely, fourthly, motivation is a socia-
lization mechanism to shape attitudes to-
ward individual behavior or groups about a 
value achieved and fifth, upgrading a form 
of repetition or intensity of a socialization. 
Meanwhile, according to (Melucci, n.d.) said 
that collective action is defined as a set of so-
cial practices that involve together a num-
ber of individuals or groups that refer to the 
same morphological characteristics in the 
proximity of space and time which implies 
social relations so that it involves the capa-
city of actors to interpret what is carried out, 
Melucci also analyzed collective action into 
three parts, namely; first, involving solidari-
ty to find out what factors form solidarity to 
find out what factors form mass solidarity, 
second, displaying conflict that multiplies 
the dissatisfaction of a group shown in the 
form of conflict, third, violation of the social 
system with masses that violate the boun-
daries of the social system that caused by 
conflict.

The increase in fuel prices is consi-
dered to have an impact on various sectors 
such as transportation, agriculture, the 
economy and others. The people hope that 
the government will focus on recovering the 
people’s economy and breaking the chain 
of transmission of the Covid-19 pandemic 
so that the economy is expected to recover, 
while now the government is responding by 
increasing the price of fuel oil and issuing 
a fuel subsidy and compensation budget for 
2022 which has increased three times fold 
from IDR 153.5 trillion to IDR 502.4 trillion, 
a figure that is expected to continue to inc-
rease. An increase in fuel oil can increase the 
unemployment rate which will lead to an 
increase in the poverty rate in Indonesia so 
as to trigger conditions arising from rising 
prices which can encourage compensation.

It may be possible to avoid the infla-
tion debate, however, to control fluctuating 
commodity prices, the government should 
make innovations that rely on market free-
dom and openness, which the government 
hopes needs to be open by explaining the 
selling price of fuel oil (BBM), which until 
now has been perceived as closed and con-
fusing. Although it does not directly affect 

Variables Indicator
Economi The increase in fuel prices af-

fects the price of goods in the 
market

Social 
Transforma-
tion

I hope the decision to increase 
fuel prices can be addressed 
wisely
In my opinion, the fuel price 
increase policy issued is not 
aimed at people’s welfare
I feel disappointed with the fuel 
price increase policy
Since the increase in fuel, I feel 
a prolonged traffic jam
The risk of rising fuel prices has 
an impact on the price of basic 
commodities (rice, vegetable oil 
and others)

Social Media

I use social media to find infor-
mation regarding the increase 
in fuel prices
I got information from social 
media (Twitter, Instagram, 
Facebook) for the action against 
the increase in fuel prices
I can more easily see the de-
velopment of the fuel increase 
policy through social media
Through social media, I was 
provoked to participate in fight-
ing for people’s rights to reduce 
fuel prices
Social media or media platforms 
are the main means for millen-
nials to view news

Source: Processed by the author
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the dynamics that occur in the capital mar-
ket. Education on the culture that people 
should have and uphold in order to become 
decent members of society and various par-
ticular groups is the process of socialization 
(Kismini et al., 2023).

The involvement of young people in 
rejecting the fuel policy received a good res-
ponse, from several research respondents, 
researchers found that the involvement of 
social media platforms affected youth repre-
sentation in realizing collective movements. 
collective. The movement was sparked by 
the community with actions against injus-
tice and then gave rise to pressure by seve-
ral communities, including Palembang City 
students, to create a collective movement to 
reject the fuel oil increase policy which re-
sulted in several provinces holding action 
against the policy.

Youth participation in contributing to 
create an explicit role for young people who 
donate their time to create new ideas and 
energy as youth leaders (Roque et al., 2013). 
Youth often see difficult situations as chal-
lenges or disadvantages to individuals and 
groups, adaptively resulting in increased 
physical well-being that affects psychologi-
cally (Kerai & Oberle, 2022). Besides that, 
the importance of youth participation in na-
tion building in the involvement of demo-
cracy, technology, poverty, unemployment 
can influence future changes to become an 
important role in the future to make chan-
ges in society (Dar & Nagrath, 2022). With 
changes in technological developments that 
are very rapid, youth have a very important 
role because youth will continue the strugg-
le of the Indonesian nation’s precursors 
(Nasrullah, 2022).

Based on the percentage above, the 
author describes the processed question-
naire, which amounted to 100 respondents 
with more men than women, the majority 
of respondents with a population aged 15-19 
years, the composition of the education le-
vel was high school and above. The resour-
ce persons consisting of Palembang city 
students, were then processed through the 
Smart PLS Application and then the authors 
measured this percentage through several 

variables that affect representation, name-
ly; economic index, social change and social 
media index. Several of these indicators af-
fect student representation in realizing the 
collective movement against fuel oil poli-
cies. Through the validation and reliability 
measurement model by considering the va-
lue which can then be seen from the score 
results from the Average Variant Extracted 
(AVE) value and outer loading with a note 
that it must be greater than 0.5 to be said to 
be valid (Figure 2) and the Cronbachs Alpha 
and Composite values reliability.

Figure 1. Questionnaire Percentage
Source: Processed by researchers using 

SmartPLS software (2022)

Figure 2. Validated Research Model
Source: Processed by researchers using 

SmartPLS software (2022)

The results of the validity test in Fi-
gure 2 show that all statements for each re-
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search variable have an average economic 
index of 0.36 percent, a social media index 
of 0.41 percent and a change in attitude of 
0.45. thus it can be concluded that all state-
ments on all research variables are valid or 
fulfill convergent validity and discriminant 
validity. H1. “Economy” is a very influential 
variable in realizing collective movements, 
because economic variables influence the 
emergence of social movements due to com-
munity anxiety about the lack of community 
involvement (Gukurume, 2017), in making 
fuel oil policies in 2022 so that community 
anxiety appears, including the youth of Pa-
lembang City by 0.363 percent. H2. “Social 
Media” variable that influences social mo-
vements as resource mobilization which ac-
cording to (Oman, 2016), that social media 
is an indicator of resource mobilization that 
is influential in mobilizing demonstrations. 
Social media in the representation of stu-
dents in realizing collective movements is 
a means of information with the emergence 
of policies on information technology plat-
forms which have a percentage of 0.410. H3. 
“Social Change” is a situation with recipro-
city in the relationship that affects what is 
affected so that there will be a relationship 
that is sought, what things connect it in the 
form of power that can trigger something to 
create a change in attitude with a percen-
tage of 0.456, in student representation in 
realizing collective movement. This study 
confirms that changes in attitude have a sig-
nificant impact on student representation 
in realizing the collective movement of the 
fuel increase policy, which explains that po-
licy spending has a direct impact in the form 
of rising prices of goods and services in the 
future with the main commodity suppres-
sing inflation.

Social change is influenced by several 
factors, one of which is social media (He & 
Ma, 2021) which is a medium on the internet 
that allows users to represent themselves 
and interact, collaborate, share, commu-
nicate with other users so as to form social 
bonds virtually. which affect social change 
in life which is the response of the commu-
nity in responding to fuel oil news. Means 
of information now tend to be through so-

cial media because it can make it easier for 
people to get information quickly and easi-
ly reachable, Attention which is an effort to 
get attention that influences social change, 
which means respondents to social media 
interests that generate interest responses 
seeking more information in encouraging 
the public (Gukurume, 2017). Social media 
users who have the ability to offer interacti-
vity, have the choice of information needed, 
as well as being able to control the informa-
tion they want (Rotimi Oluwatosin et al., 
2022).

CONCLUSION
Collective movement when viewed through 
the factors of this study the representation 
of Palembang city students in realizing col-
lective movements is influenced by three 
factors, namely; first, the economy where 
the policy of increasing fuel oil greatly in-
fluences economic value by increasing fuel 
oil for some basic commodities, people’s 
food has increased, secondly, changes in at-
titude with the policy of increasing fuel oil 
affect people’s distrust of the government, 
because it does not involve the community 
by taking a policy where world conditions, 
especially Indonesia, are still in a state of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the people feel pressu-
red by the influence of the pandemic and the 
policy of increasing fuel oil issued by the go-
vernment has brought changes in attitudes 
and a sense of public distrust of the govern-
ment and third, social media as a platform 
that being the fastest means of information 
by the community as evidenced by several 
studies (Habibie et al., 2021), (Juswil et al., 
2022), (Setiawan et al., 2021) says that social 
media influences society both individuals, 
groups and policies y issued by society.
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