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E. PREFACE, IJECES VOL. 3 NO. 1 YEAR 2014 

 

When this journal was born in 2011, it was beyond our—the Semarang State University 

Department of Early Childhood Teacher Education publication task force—courage to imagine 

that IJECES will survive. We therefore thank to the Director of the Department, Edi Waluyo, and 

his team for the tremendous support to IJECES board. Above all, we deeply thank to all 

contributors who have submitted their papers, to whom this first issue of the third volume is 

indebted. 

The ten papers featured in this issue discuss a wide range of topics, ranging from children 

language development, preschool-based character and entrepreneurship development, the use of 

ICT in preschool, and integrated preschool education. Each of these topics represents the 

dynamics and trend in the present day Indonesian early childhood education system and policy.  

This issue starts with Delfi Eliza’s report of children’s pre-reading development in a Mosque-

attached kindergarten in Jakarta. It is important to note here that amid the government formal 

prohibition of teaching young children to read in preschool, reading ability is among the main 

topics in the daily conversations of both families and preschool teachers. Eliza’s study aims to 

map the Mosque preschoolers’ early reading ability by calculating their visual/spatial and 

auditory discrimination, and cognitive abilities. It is assumes that these abilities are the 

prerequisites of young children further reading development. Thus, if preschool are not allowed to 

teach reading, Eliza’s study offers an understanding that to stimulate children reading ability 

means to provides children with environment stimulating their visual, spatial, and auditory 

discriminating skills. 

The centrality of language-related skills in early childhood settings also appears in another three 

papers in this issue. Ni Luh Putri’s article discusses the use of verbal language to improve 

communication skills of preschool children with hearing-impairment. It is found that verbal 

language instruction significantly helped this disability group. Yul Syofriend’s paper concerns the 

use of ICT to facilitate children’s acquisition of reading skills. Computer-assisted learning, so this 

paper reports, was found to effectively helped preschoolers reading skills mastery.  

It is possible in Indonesian preschool system to use local languages to supports children learning 

activities. This has interested Fajar Ayu Rizky Maulida and Agustinus Arum Eka Nugroho to 

carry out study in a more specific linguistic context: Javanese language. Following an 

experimental approach, this study found that the use of song in preschool effective to support 

children’s mastery of Javanese language.  

In addition to language development, this issue features three papers in the area of character 

development. Nina Kurniah paper discusses the use of ―make-believe play‖ to promote children’s 

interpersonal intelligence. This quality includes such good characters as confidence, 

independence, and self-discipline. This study reasserts the well-established belief in the value of 

play for children learning and development. The second paper on character development is by 

Yuli K.S. Pranoto, Sugiyo, Jianzhong J. Hong. Following R & D approach, this paper utilized 

Javanese traditional games to facilitate children’s learning of good character. Like Kurniah’s 

study, this paper is also grounded on the belief in the value of play; it even goes further by 

emphasizing the value of traditional games. The later point this study makes is even more critical 
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amid the continuing extinction of local, traditional games, following the massive introduction of 

industrialized games.  

Concluding this issue, Edi Waluyo and Lita Latiana’s work discusses the possibility to promote 

entrepreneurial skills in preschool settings. Entrepreneurship is one among the main good 

characters currently campaigned by the Indonesian education system. Overall, this paper sees a 

window of opportunity to bring entrepreneurship to preschool. However, as the rest of the paper 

shows, preparation both for teachers and institution is the key for the successful integration of 

entrepreneurial values into preschool learning.  
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