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The purposes of this research are: knowing the procedure and the implementation
of the project method, and knowing the improvement of student ability within the
implementation. As the efforts to improve and enhance the quality of education by
making curriculum changes, both structural and its formulation procedures would
be more meaningful if accompanied by changes in teaching practices that support
the successful implementation of the curriculum. One method that can be used is
Project Method, whereby it is expected that the quality of student learning experi-
ences in the classroom is more effective and instill the character associated with
the environmental, cultural, and natural resources conservation. The purpose and
benefits of this research are to provide an overview of procedures or mechanisms
of implementation and find out how much the success rate of the method used
in learning, especially in exhibition subjects with project method. This research is
a classroom action research with the approach used in this study is a descriptive
qualitative approach. The population in this study was 90 students of Early Child-
hood Education Department at Semarang State University who took Exhibition
subject. The result showed that the procedure of project method activities have to
go through stages of actions and observations, which showed at the beginning of the
first cycle obtained an average of student ability in this activity amounted to 59,25%
and increased in the second cycle achieving 93,08%. It showed by using the project
method, it was effective to improve the quality of learning for students.
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INTRODUCTION

The efforts to improve and enhance the
quality of education by making curriculum chan-
ges, both structural and its formulation procedu-
res would be more meaningful if accompanied
by changes in teaching practices that support the
successful implementation of the curriculum.

There are a lot of factors affecting the lear-
ning process of students both internal and exter-
nal which can be identified. The internal factor
include student’s motivation, while the external
factors include lecturers/teachers, materials, pat-
terns of interaction, media, technology, learning
situations and systems. Nowadays, there is still
teacher/lecturer who did not mastery the subject
matter and often evaluates students by deman-
ding answers exactly as what lecturers described.
In other words, learners are not given the oppor-
tunity to think creatively, and identical to the par-
rot. lecturers/teachers also have limited access
to new information that allows him to know the
latest developments in the field (state of the art)
and the possibility of further development (fron-
tier of knowledge). The example of monotonous
way of teaching such as, too theoretically in de-
livering the matter, less optimal use of media,
and the given examples are less contextual. Lec-
turers/teachers are merely delivering knowledge
to the learners and very textbook oriented. Such
paradigm creates a narrow understanding of lear-
ning, therefore, it needs to be changed as “respon-
sibility” in an effort to “control” and “develop”
the ability of learners towards a better change in
accordance with its instructional purpose.

The existence of a varied selection of met-
hods when designing a learning strategy will have
a positive impact on learning outcomes of the
students, in this case, it can improve the quality
of learning.

One method that can be used is Project
Method form Reggio Emilia, whereby it is ex-
pected that the quality of student learning in the
classroom is more effective and instill the charac-
ter associated with the environmental, cultural,
and natural resources conservation through role
play. The demands for understanding the mate-
rial can also be applied in the works produced in
small groups or large groups. It can give a plus
when students planting conservation character,
because if the material is applicable and produce
areal product, then the absorption of information
will be more efficient. Reggio Emilia in Lindsay
(2015) offersinspiration to educators in contem-
porary early childhoodcontexts, to researchers
and to students of the Reggio Emilia approach to
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early childhood education.

Directorate of Higher Education-Depart-
ment of Education Workforce (2007:5) argues
that the concept of education quality contains es-
sential attributes, which are relevant to the needs
of society and the institutions that will employ
the graduates, have the academic atmosphere in a
study program, as well as the efficiency of the pro-
gram which selectively based on appropriateness
and adequacy. These dimensions have a position
and very strategic function to design and develop
a quality oriented organization of education qua-
lity in the future. Quality criteria need to be tre-
ated as a dimension that serves as a benchmark
in professional development activities, either with
regard to the organization of educational institu-
tions and the learning activities in the classroom.

Workforce Directorate in Directorate Ge-
neral of Higher Education (2007:6) formulate the
indicators of learning quality that can be seen
from various aspects, such as learning behavior
by teachers (lecturers/teachers), the behavior and
impact of learners, learning climate; materials,
media, and qualified learning system. based on
previous research application of make-believe
play in learning, it can develop intra-personal in-
telligence in an effort to make-Characterized ear-
ly childhood (Kurniah, 2012).

This method was started by John Dewey’s
stated in Pugh & Girod (2006) thinking about
problem-solving methods and developed by Kil-
patrick in the form of project methods. Project
Method is partly rooted in Kilpatrick reaction
against methods that failed to use problem-
solving methods by many teachers, which gives
more emphasis to learning by using conventional
ways. Meanwhile the troubleshooting methods
of John Dewey, which defines education as life,
growth, a continuous reconstruction of accu-
mulated experience, and a social process. The
steps consist of a. Awareness of the problem; b.
Formulation of the problem; c. Data collection;
d. Formulation of hypotheses, and e. Proof. To
further strengthen the knowledge that has been
taught, that knowledge is supposed to be applied
in various aspects of life. In other words, students
are asked to connect with as many knowledge as
possible to be gained. The method which gives
the possibility to carry out that stuff is projected
method. It is a way of giving learning experiences
to children by facing real everyday problems to be
solved in groups.

The exhibition is a subject which is an
estuary of practices/ application of courses in
previous semesters, namely: cosmetology, AUD
music, and AUD dance. Of this course, students
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create a show with a concept based on the courses
that they have previously taken, besides being a
performer, a student can also organize the show.
The outline of this course are as follows: 1) Over-
view of the materials for the show, 2) Definition
of performances, 3) elements of the principal per-
formances, 4) Management organization for per-
forming arts, 5) The types of arts organizations,
5) Proposal works, 6) design works, 7) Degree of
work (Exhibition of the work).

Therefore, the purpose and benefits of this
research are to provide an overview of procedu-
res or mechanisms of implementation and find
out how much the success rate of the method
used in learning, especially in exhibition subjects
with project method.

RESEARCH METHOD

Research Approach

This research is a Classroom Action Re-
search with the approach used in this study is a
descriptive qualitative approach. There were four
steps in this research

Population and Sample

The population is the total of all objects or
individuals that have certain characteristics, clear
and complete to be studied. In accordance with
this definition, so in this study, the researchers
used the entire 6th-semester student population
in Early Childhood Education Department, Se-
marang State University.

Research Variable

Variables are symptoms which become the
focus of researchers to be observed. The variables
are necessary to identify the function and rela-
tionship of each variable. The variables that will

Planning

be researched in this study are:

a. Project Method

b. Education Quality
c¢. Exhibition Subject
Action Plan

a. Plan

The planning for all the activities are sha-
red between teachers and students, for example;
specifying units/materials, formulating compe-
tence, setting the standard material, media, lear-
ning resources, evaluation, and others.

Feedback
b. Action Cycle
1) The implementation of the first cycle,
including details such as the column cycle 1
followed by observation and reflection of the
results of cycle 1.
The implementation of the second cycle,
including details on the column cycle 2
followed by observation and reflection of the
results from cycle 2.

Each cycle consisted of planning action
activities, action, action observation, and action
reflection.

2)

Cycle 2

This cycle is carried out based on the
reflection in cycle 1, but on its core activities in
cycle 2, students sharing between groups with
collaborative learning as a way to get inputs
about the work that will be displayed/ performed
in the show.

The data were analyzed using descriptive
qualitative data analysis, where the research
results describe and explain all stages conducted
through the plan of action, observation and
interviews about learning quality through project

Observation
and Reflection

v

Feedback

Figure 1. The diagram for the research plan of each cycle
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method in Early Childhood Education exhibition
subject. The stages are in accordance with
established procedures, namely: data collection,
data reduction, display/ presentation of data,
and verification/ conclusion.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Research Results

The Procedure or Mechanism in Imple-
menting Project Method: Educating Golden Ge-
neration for Conservation Nation on Exhibition
Subject in Early Childhood Education Depart-
ment, Semarang State University.

Cycle 1

At the beginning of this study, an observa-
tion was conducted in early childhood associated
with the cultivation of character, especially the
character of conservation is still difficult to un-
derstand for young children. Various methods are
given in the cultivation of character in children,
but has not touched on the character of conserva-
tion, therefore, a different method is introduced
by using Project Method.

The lectures steps are arranged and desig-
ned by using project method strategy. Teaching
materials is a material description of the topics
that will be discussed collaborated with the pro-
ject method. The instrument result is observation
sheet contains the activeness of students in lec-
tures, especially the implementation of Project
Method: Educating Golden Generation for Con-
servation Nation on Exhibition Subject in Early
Childhood Education Department, Semarang
State University.

Based on the result of research cycle 1, it
can be described that in average the ability stu-
dents at the beginning of the course when the
pre-test interlinked with the implementation of
the project method: to educate the Golden Ge-
neration for Conservation Nation on Exhibition
Subject, that the average understanding of stu-
dents in the course is still 59.25%. These results
have not yet reached the indicator of success for
this study which is 80%.

Cycle 2

Based on the research that has been done
in the second cycle, it was found that the average
number of students’ ability in the implementation
of Project Method: Educating Golden Generati-
on for Conservation Nation on Exhibition Sub-
ject in Early Childhood Education Department,
Semarang State University increased to 93.08%.
This shows a significant increase compared to the
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first cycle.

This second cycle, students have been able
to establish all the steps in the project with a very
good method. The ability that is very prominent
in the application of the method in terms of the
project: the initial ability to understand the topic
of the lecture the average amount of student abi-
lity by 92% more than in the first cycle by 56%.
Capabilities in the development of new ideas in
groups The mean number of student ability was
97% more than in the first cycle of only 61%. The
ability to work with members of the group in the
second cycle is the average amount of student
ability by 94% more than in the first cycle of 59%.
The ability to express themselves in a group the
average amount of student ability by 89% higher
than in the first cycle by 58%. Involvement in eve-
ry stage of planning, implementation to training
phase the average amount of student ability by
93% higher than in the first cycle by 57%. The
ability to provide an assessment of the material/
scenarios in each group the average amount of
student ability by 92% higher than in the first
cycle of 59%. The ability to provide an evaluati-
on as a form of improvement in any stage of the
average amount of student ability by 90% more
than in the first cycle by 63%.

Results of the study in the second cycle
also showed a corresponding increase in the abi-
lity of faculty in teaching by applying the met-
hod in the course of the exhibition by students
in Early Childhood Education Department. In
the second cycle, the average number of lecturers
capability is 97.43% higher than the first cycle
which was only 87%.

Discussion

The Procedure Mechanism in Implemen-
ting Project Method: Educating Golden Genera-
tion for Conservation Nation on Exhibition Sub-
ject in Early Childhood Education Department,
Semarang State University

Based on the research that has been done,
it can be said that the project implementation
method with the theme: Educating Golden Ge-
neration for Conservation Nation on Exhibition
Subject can is said to be successful. This is indica-
ted by the results of the students ability to the se-
cond cycle that reached 93.08%, a significant in-
crease from the first cycle which only amounted
to 59.25%. This indicates that the project method
gives an improvement in the quality of student
learning, especially in exhibition subject. Jacobs
(2003: 346) states that:
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“...student may also gain a deeper appreciation for
and understanding of the importance of this type
of meaningful learning. they will have experience
firsthand a constructivist approach to learning when
they can take ownership and responsibility in co-
constructing their own learning with their peers and
instructor...”

The statement above shows that students
also gain a deeper appreciation for gaining an un-
derstanding about the importance of meaningful
learning. They will have direct experience with
the constructivist approach to learning, when
they can gain a sense of ownership and responsi-
bility in the work, they can build their own kno-
wledge with friends and instructors in this case a
lecturer for the exhibition.

CONCLUSION

Based on the above results and discus-
sion, it can be concluded that a procedure or
mechanism for implementation of the project
method: Educating Golden Generation for Con-
servation Nation on Exhibition Subjects is done
through cycles with its stages of actions and ob-
servations. The results showed at the beginning
of the first cycle obtained an average of student
ability in this activity amounted to 59.25% and
increased in the second cycle reaching 93.08%. It
shows that by using the project method, it is very
effective to improve the quality of learning and
knowledge for students, as well as the understan-
ding of conservation values in early childhood.
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