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ABSTRACT  
Women are respected and worth to be respected. 
Although women often get unfair treatment and 
often underestimated and even in some countries 
women are deemed unfit to live and worse, they kill 
babies of female or female sex. Until now women 
from different parts of the world are fighting for their 
rights and struggling to gain recognition and be well 
treated by the world. However, today there are still 
often found crimes involving women, one of which is 
a prostitution business that is very synonymous with 
the exploitation of women. Women who have 
struggled with difficulty still have to face the serious 
problems that still occur today. This journal will 
discuss more about the exploitation of women, 
ranging from factors, reasons and causes why there 
are women who are exploited by irresponsible people 

 
HOW TO CITE (saran perujukan): 

 
RIWAYAT ARTIKEL  
Article History  
Diterima 8 April 2019  
Dipublikasi 25 Mei 2019 
 
 
KATA KUNCI 
Keywords  
Women, Exploitation. 

 
Pratama, Yoga Nanda (2019). “Women Exploitation in Prostitution Business”, Lex 

Scientia Law Review. Volume 3 No. 1, Mei, hlm. 103-110 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

It is undeniable that the progress of the times becomes one of the factors that 

change the life order of society, from the social, legal, technological, and the most 

prominent aspect is the economic side. This is certainly not only happening in 

Indonesia, but we can see in various corners and corners of any world has now 

experienced rapid progress and development. The most reason why there is an 

exploitation to the women is because there is a inequality (Wiantaka & Suarbha, 

p.2). One of the things that is the factor of rapid progress and development is 

globalization. Globalization has at least changed the habits of society in various 
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countries around the world. On the one hand globalization has great benefits to the 

world, as it is much easier to deal in distant distances, which indirectly teach that 

we should not be 100% shut out from globalization (Nature, 1998, p.3). But on the 

other hand globalization can be a weapon to destroy a country if one misrepresents 

the meaning of globalization and lost to globalization itself. One of the most 

impacting factors due to globalization is the economic sector. Currently the demand 

for economic needs is very high, which leads to the occurrence of various negative 

things that occur in Indonesia, ranging from robbery, theft, cybercrime, to the 

exploitation of women. 
 

The exploitation of women today is one of the most rapidly evolving crimes. 

Almost in every city we can see the various night businesses that provide women 

services though to find the place is not easy because it is usually done in hidden 

places. Indeed, the prostitution business is making money that cannot be said a 

little. 

 

II. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

A. General Condition of Prostitution Business and Its Impact to Law  
Enforcement  

Prostitution business today is a crime that became one of the great enemies 
 

of religion, because in addition to contrary to the ideology of the state of 

prostitution is also very contrary to the rules of religion. With the proliferation of 

the current prostitution business, it shows the number of state and religion 

foundations that are violated, one of the principles of the two Pancasila that is just 

and civilized human cannot be reflected by the proliferation of this prostitution. 

More sad again this prostitution business cannot be separated from the exploitation 

of women. 
 

Indeed, the business of prostitution in Indonesia is done in a quiet motion in 

other words not done openly so that not everyone knows about this prostitution 

business. So the statistical data to discuss about this issue is also still minimal 

(Bangkapos.com, 2009, Shocking Sex Stats, para.1). 50% of men and women in US 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention statistics have been infected with 

Human Papillomavirus throughout their lives, the lowest risk can cause itching of 
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the skin and at the highest risk of developing cervical cancer. While in terms of 

pregnancy, recorded in 2001-2003, two thirds of women containing their first baby 

still in working status, and 80% still work a month or less. 
 

Compared to 1961-1965, only 35% of women who worked with the status of 

pregnancy were present. This proves that the more advanced the mining of the 

times, proving also the negative things are also increasing. Indeed the statistics are 

taken from the United States, but these statistics can be a guide for the Indonesian 

nation to overcome the problem of prostitution. In addition, there is still a lack of 

protection and respect for human rights in Indonesia and can be a vulnerability for 

the future (Sumirat, 2016, p.20). 
 

Cannot be denied, in this prostitution problem women become the main 

object in selling this business. Women are the thing that makes this business very 

developed anywhere, both in Indonesia and abroad. You can imagine how sad that 

a woman who is considered by many to be a noble figure to be respected, but on the 

other hand many elements of women who actually ruin the reputation and damage 

the views of people against women. 

 

B. Women Exploitation in Prostitution Business and Its Protection 
 

Business prostitution can be defined as a business that provides services to 

meet the desire or desire to have sex is not separated and very dependent on the 

existence of women. That is why the prostitution business is very dependent on 

women and can be said to be a place of exploitation of women. 
 

Certainly a question for many people and even a question for women in 

itself why so many people who are not responsible to use and exploit women for 

money only and why also many women who want to sell and willingly exploited 

himself. Certainly there are so many factors and reasons behind why they are 

willing to exploit and be exploited. Surely for men it is not very detrimental for him 

because most of the men are just sacrificing his money to get the satisfaction of the 

lust of this prostitution business. However, if viewed from the side of women then it 

is very harmful. 
 

A survey has been conducted which states that as many as 10% of men in 

Britain have hired women and 15% of men in the United States do the same (Suri, 

2016, Alasan Mengapa Pria Menyewa PSK, para.2). The reason why men are willing 
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to hire women or exploit them is that the first one does not want to be complicated. 

Because basically many men who do not want to be in complications like infidelity 

that will cause many problems in the future and prefer to have sex without bonding 

in accordance with how to pay it. The second reason is to find the fastest and safest 

route. Many of the men willingly exploit women by paying it is because being able 

to hire women in the prostitution business is easy and fast. There are those who 

visit the website, go directly to the place and even directly pledged in a hotel or 

apartment. Another reason is that they want to get more fantasies than their wives 

and spouses. Because when they hire a woman they are free to treat and do 

whatever they like without having to think about what will happen to women 

because they think they have paid for it and do not have to worry about other 

problems. 
 

The progress of the times has changed the way people think, it has been 

recognized that women today are not people who must always be at home in this 

case means only able to work and take care of the work at home as a wife (Pasya, 

p.1). Of course this change in the way of thinking of the community influences the 

activities undertaken by the women. Now finding women outdoors at night is not 

forbidden and hard to find. Of course also with the changes in behavior and activity 

itself has an impact on the emergence of positive or negative effects. 
 

Referring to the results of research conducted by a professor from England 

Professor Louise Brown who examines the prostitution and trafficking of women in 

many countries in Asia. Professor who is a lecturer of Asian studies at the 

University of Birmingham, UK is also writing a book entitled Sex Slavery in Asia 

that classified PSK into 3 groups. The first is a group of beautiful women who 

deliberately proffered themselves into prostitutes for very high fees and rent. 

Women in this group have a very beautiful face. In addition they are also educated 

and usually fluent in English. They let themselves be exploited by traveling from 

one city to another in Asia. Women in this group are the fewest and hardest to find. 

Then the second group is a group of women who give up the exploitation of him by 

having a network, structure, and accompanied pimps in marketing. The second 

group is also found by the government of DKI Jakarta in Kalibata Mall. The 

number of women in this category of groups is more numerous and easier to find 
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than the categories at the top level. And the last category of groups is women who 

do prostitution because of genuine economic urges. This group is very steal and 

very sad if attention. They peddle themselves in tombs and food stalls because they 

really need money and have no other way. This number is the largest number, 

because it is easy to find and the cost for this category is very cheap, ranging from 

Rp.5 thousand rupiah to tens of thousands. 
 

Furthermore, it often happens and found negative labeling of gender 

assumptions and lead to imbalances and injustice (Huduri, 2014; Anis, 2018). But 

the basic reason why women who become the object of exploitation for the business 

of prostitution is not always their own volition and willingness, some are forced to 

volunteer themselves because of coercion and fraud against them. The form of 

coercion may come from the family, for example if a father forces his daughter to 

undergo a prostitution business to earn money and can help the family's economy. 
 

Besides, this prostitution business is closely related to fraud. Generally 

women who are in the village or who desperately need a job are invited to follow 

the unscrupulous elements with promised jobs will be given, but what happens is 

they are traded. In Indonesia women trafficking victims are often used for the 

purpose of exploitation (Sastriyani, p.2). Because women's rights are scattered in 

various legislation through academic texts, the government provides a fair and just 

law to protect women from discrimination (Sapardjaya, et al, 2006, p.3). As a state 

of concern for the issue, a law No.21 of 2007 on the Eradication of Trafficking in 

Persons Act was signed in April 2007 (Nasution, 2008, p.51). If talking about 

protection and legal remedies against trafficking victims means talking about 

protecting the rights of every person trafficked to the same protection and treatment 

by law and law. Therefore, for any violations that have been committed and 

affected the victim, it must be guaranteed protection for the victim by law because 

the crime will always exist because of the social and humanitarian problems, as 

long as humanity and society persist, during which the crime will continue follow it 

(Hartati, 2013, p.1099) 
 

Indeed, if discussed further and deeper, we can know that in fact the 

problem of exploitation of women in the prostitution business was not a trivial or a 

small thing. This problem is based on other criminal issues that occur and indirectly 
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become an additional force in the morning of the crime of human exploitation. For 

that country certainly can not silence and let a problem like this happen. The state 

in this case the government exercises its right to regulate society in various ways 

such as establishing legislation to limit irresponsible human behavior and against 

the law as well as existing norms of life, both the norms of decency, ethics, and 

religious norms. 
 

The problem of exploitation of women in the business of prostitution can be 

said as a serious crime because here the problem of women's exploitation can be 

categorized as a crime is not just a violation, because the exploitation of women is 

against the values of humanity and the values of justice. There is little difference 

between offenses and crime that the general public is two things that are the same 

thing and are often used improperly in everyday conversation. In the Book of 

Criminal Procedure there is an explanation of the difference between the two basic 

things in this law of violation and evil. 
 

In general, a violation is a human act that is considered to be infringing and 

is known as something bad and should not be done is due to a law offense. That is, 

people can know this as a violation because of the laws and regulations of the 

government not to do it. Examples are traffic violations and littering. More deeply 

known is the name of a crime which is a human act that is definitely contrary to the 

norms and values of justice. This crime is a legal offense which means that without 

a law or regulation enacted in a country, people will still know and feel that this is a 

bad thing because it is basically contrary to justice. 

 
 

 

III. CONCLUSION 
 

 

Indonesia is currently facing various humanitarian problems that occur both 

domestically and abroad as a form of awareness of world peace. Women become 

one of the objects of the problem that is currently very demanding the settlement 

and attention of the world government and from the world. The prostitution 

business that exploits women becomes the urgency of the current government. 

Various problems and various reasons and factors causing the development of this 

 

 

https://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/lslr/  
Copyrights © 2019 Author(s). Published by Universitas Negeri Semarang 

http://www.journal.unnes.ac.id/


Women Exploitation in Prostitution Business…, Yoga Nanda Pratama 109 
 
 

 

prostitution business cause more difficult to do eradication of this problem. 

Government as much as possible to do eradication efforts from doing the 

regulations, making laws and regulations, and even immediately dissolve and 

displace places where the prostitution business process, proving that this problem is 

not a trivial thing that can be ignored. Of course we as a society should also try to 

prevent and help the government to resolve this problem. 
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